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26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
WELCOME TO OUR LITTLE STUDY…  

INTRODUCTION 

This booklet was created from a series of Sunday afternoon messages at Grace Fellowship Church in Toronto, Canada 

(www.gfcto.com). Each of the questions was answered in one evening service, and each night there was a handout given. The 

handouts from those evening messages are what make up the rest of this booklet. 

OUR PURPOSE 

 It was not our goal to create a complete and exhaustive systematic theology (as if such a thing could ever be done). Rather, 

we aimed to address some of the most basic questions about God, man, sin, and salvation in a way that the average Christian could 

understand easily and benefit from. As a result of this approach there are many issues we did not address and the issues we did 

address are not treated as thoroughly as they could be if we had more time and space. 

 So you might ask then, ‘Why would I read this booklet?’ Great question! It is our conviction that too many Christian 

churches do not teach doctrine as clearly or as passionately as they need to. Theology, we are told, is for scholars, not average 

Christians. But churches are not the only ones to blame. Christians do not take the time themselves to investigate doctrine 

systematically, and as a result, they end up with a rather anaemic faith, where they do not really even know what they believe.  The 

goal of this booklet is to show that churches can teach systematic theology on a ‘lay’ level and that ‘average’ Christians really can 

comprehend and benefit from studying theology.  

OUR DIRECTION 

Here are the 26 questions we will explore:  

1. How Can I Know What is True? 

2. Who is God? 

3. How Many Gods are There? 

4. Where Did the World Come From? 

5. Does Prayer Matter? 

6. Are There Other Spiritual Beings? 

7. Why Did God Create Us? What is Our Purpose? 

8. Who is In Control Here? 

9. Is There a Difference Between Men & Women? 

10. What is Sin and What Difference Does it Make? 

11. Who is Jesus? 

12. Why Did Jesus Have to Die? 

13. Where is Jesus Now? 

14. What is the Gospel? 

15. What Does it Mean to Be Born Again? 

16. What is Justification? 

17. What is Sanctification? 

18. Will I Make It? 

19. Who Is the Holy Spirit? 

20. What is the Church? 

21. What is Baptism? 

22. What is the Lord’s Supper? 

23. Where Do I Fit in the Church? 

24. What Will Happen at the End of Time? 

25. What Happens When I Die? 

26. What is the ‘After-Life’? 

FOR MORE INSIGHT…  

If you would like to listen along, all of the messages are available for free download from our website. You will probably find that 

there is some helpful explanation of the notes offered in the audio. Also, at the end of each service there was a time of Q&A, which 

was also recorded. If you have a question at the end of one of the sections, you just might find it asked and answered by someone 

else. 

We hope you enjoy getting to know your God! 

Julian Freeman  (on behalf of the elders of Grace Fellowship Church) 

http://www.gfcto.com/
http://www.gfcto.com/


 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #1: HOW CAN I KNOW WHAT IS TRUE? 

Q. In a world that despairs of ever knowing absolute truth, how can Christians claim to know the truth? By what standard is truth 

discerned?  

A. The Bible uniformly testifies to itself throughout that it is the God-breathed truth, the standard of all knowledge. 

1. THE AUTHORITY AND INERRANCY OF THE SCRIPTURES 

For the Scriptures to be the authoritative standard against which all other truth-claims must be measured, we must first establish (A) 

where the Scriptures derive their authority and (B) why the Scriptures are never wrong. 

A. AUTHORITY 

Two key concepts establish the authority of the Scriptures: revelation and inspiration. Revelation means ‘uncovering’ or ‘unveiling.’ 

It is God’s act of self-disclosure, making himself known to us. Therefore the prophets of the OT could write, ‘thus says the LORD,’ and 

the NT authors could refer to the OT as what God has said (cf. Mt 19.4; Heb 3.7; Acts 4.24; 13.34; etc.). Inspiration is the process by 

which God speaks his words through human writers (2 Tim 3.16; 2 Pet 1.21).  

 Since the Scriptures are God’s own words about himself, breathed through his Holy Spirit, they are the final and 

authoritative source of truth regarding God, who himself is truth. 

If the word revelation emphasizes God’s initiative in making himself known and inspiration denotes the process he 

employed, then authority indicates the result. Because Scripture is the revelation of God by the inspiration of the 

Spirit, it has authority over us. (John R.W. Stott) 

B. INERRANCY 

Inerrancy simply means this: since the words of Scripture are spoken by God, and since God cannot lie nor deceive (Num 23.19; Titus 

1.2), the Scriptures are always true and never wrong in any way.  

Prov 30  
5
 Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.  

Ps 12  
6
 The words of the LORD are pure words, like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven times.  

Ps 119  
160

 The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever.  

2Tim 3 
 16

 All Scripture is breathed out by God …. 

C. POSSIBLE OBJECTION: CIRCULAR ARGUMENT 

Some argue that to use Scripture to establish the authority and truthfulness of Scripture is illogical. On the other hand, if our whole 

point is that Scripture is the ultimate authority, what good would it be to use some other authority to prove Scripture’s authority? If 

Scripture is the Supreme Court of authority, why appeal to a Provincial Court?  

If we appealed somewhere else (i.e. science, archaeology, etc.,) in effect we would make those things authorities over the 

Scriptures, since the Scriptures would depend on them for their authority. The words of Scripture have authority because God has 

spoken them, not because science agrees with them. 

2. THE CLARITY, NECESSITY, AND SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES 

A. CLARITY 

Throughout the Bible, the authors of Scripture affirm the clarity of Scripture.  



 

Ps 19 
 7 

… the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;  

The basic truths about God and salvation that must be known and taught by God’s people are simple enough for every person to 

understand and to teach to their children. 

Deut 6 
 6

 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
7
 You shall teach them diligently to 

your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie 

down, and when you rise. 

B. NECESSITY 

While a basic knowledge of God and some of his attributes may be discerned from nature (Rom 1.18-21), God’s self-revelation in 

Scripture is necessary for a knowledge of him that will lead to salvation. The famous image of God’s revelation as a ‘lamp’ and a 

‘light’ (Ps 119.105) testifies to our need: without it we are walking in the utter darkness of man’s wisdom. 

Rom 10 
 14 

But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 

whom they have never heard? …
 17 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  

C. SUFFICIENCY 

‘The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contained all the words of God he intended his people to have at each stage of 

redemptive history, and that it now contains everything we need God to tell us for salvation, for trusting him perfectly, and for 

obeying him perfectly’ (Grudem). In other words, Scripture alone is necessary to give us knowledge of how to be saved, and how to 

live a God-pleasing life. 

2Tim 3 
 15 

… from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise 

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
 16 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
 17 

that the man of God may be competent, equipped for 

every good work.  

What is included or excluded from Scripture is not arbitrary: God has both veiled and unveiled according to his wisdom. 

Deut 29 
 29 

"The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our 

children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.  

3. IMPLICATIONS & APPLICATIONS 

A. TRUTH 

John 17 
 17 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 

B. AUTHORITY 

If the words of Scripture are God’s words, then to reject their authority is to reject God. The Scriptures carry God’s authority. 

C. DELIGHT 

Ps 119 
 14 

In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in all riches. … 
 174 

I long for your salvation, O LORD, 

and your law is my delight.  



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #2: WHO IS GOD? 

Q. How can limited, sinful human beings ever know who God truly is? 

A. Through the Bible, God has granted us a true and trustworthy revelation of himself, even though he himself is beyond human 

comprehension.  He reveals attributes of himself that we do not share in, and attributes that we do share in. 

1. ATTRIBUTES UNIQUE TO GOD 

Several attributes of God are unique to him, emphasizing the difference between the Creator and all of his creation. 

A. INDEPENDENCE 

God does not need us or the rest of creation for anything, yet we and the rest of creation can glorify him and bring him joy . 

The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by 

man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and 

breath and everything. (Acts 17:24-25) 

The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you 

by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. (Zeph 3:17) 

B. UNCHANGEABLENESS 

God is unchanging in his being, perfections, purposes and promises, yet God does act and feel emotions, and he acts and 

feels differently in response to different situations. 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no 

variation or shadow due to change. (James 1:17) 

For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the 

bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.  (Is 62:5) 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he 

would do to them, and he did not do it. (Jonah 3:10) 

C. ETERNITY 

God has no beginning, end , or succession of moments in his own being, and he sees all time equally vividly, yet God sees 

events in time and acts in time (Ex 3:14, 2 Pet 3:8, Acts 17:30-31). 

D. OMNIPRESENCE 

God does not have size or spatial dimensions and is present at every point of space with his whole being, yet God acts 

differently in different places (Jer 23:23-24, 1 Ki 8:27).  God's presence can be to sustain, to punish, but most frequently 

spoken of to bless (Col 1:17, Amos 9:1-4, Ps 16:11). 

E. UNITY 

God is not divided into parts, yet we see different attributes of God emphasized at different times (1 Jn 1:5, 1 Jn 4:8, Ex 

34:6-7).   

 



 

2. ATTRIBUTES GOD HAS SHARED WITH US 

Many of the attributes of God he has shared with us, as those created in his image.  But as we are finite, we imitate him but do not 

match him.  We share certain elements of his being, mind, morality, purpose, and some summary attributes. 

A. BEING 

I. SPIRITUALITY  

God exists as a being that is not made of any matter, has no parts or dimensions, is unable to be perceived by our 

bodily sense, and is more excellent than any other kind of existence (Jn 4:24).  God has given us spirits in which we 

worship him and with which we pass into his presence when we die (Jn 4:24, Phil 1:23-24). 

II. INVISIBILITY 

God's total essence, all of his spiritual being, will never be able to be seen by us, yet God still shows himself to us 

through visible, created things.  While we'll never see him completely, we will one day see an entirely true and 

clear and real vision of God. 

...he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in 

unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see.  (1 Tim 6:15b-16a) 

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. (Ps 19:1) 

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we 

shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. (1 Jn 3:2) 

B. MENTAL 

I. OMNISCIENCE 

God fully knows himself and all things actual and possible in one simple and eternal act (Job 37:16, 1 Sam 23:11-

13).  We know some things, but God's knowledge is exhaustive and eternal (2 Pet 3:8). 

II. WISDOM 

God always chooses the best goals and the best means to those goals.  We can ask confidently for wisdom at need, 

even though we can never fully share his wisdom, and it pleases him when we trust his wisdom even when we 

don't understand. 

...to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.  (Rom 16:27) 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how 

inscrutable his ways! (Rom 11:33) 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.  

(James 1:5) 

Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.  (1 Pet 

4:19) 

III. TRUTHFULNESS 

God is the true God, and that all his knowledge and words are both true and the final standard of truth (Jn 17:3, 

17).  All pursuit of knowledge is ennobled as it enables us to understand more of his truth (Col 3:10).  God cares 

greatly that our words in particular are truthful (Col 3:9-10). 



 

C. MORAL 

I. GOODNESS (INCLUDING MERCY, GRACE, PATIENCE) 

God is the final standard of good, and that all that God is and does is worthy of approval (Lk 18:19, Gen 1:31).  

Mercy is his goodness to those in distress, grace his goodness to those deserving only punishment, and patience 

his goodness to those who continue to sin.  In imitation, we need to do good (that which God approves), give and 

receive mercy, depend on grace, and be patient (Gal 6:10, Matt 5:7, Rom 4:16, Jam 5:8). 

II. LOVE 

God eternally gives of himself to others (1 Jn 4:8, Jn 14:31).  So we imitate God by loving him in return, and loving 

others as he loves them (Matt 22:37-38).  Our giving of ourselves actually brings joy to God's heart (Zeph 3:17-18). 

III. HOLINESS 

God is separated from sin and devoted to seeking his own honour (1 Pet 1:16).  We too are to separate ourselves 

from sin and grow more devoted in service to God (Heb 12:14).  One day everything on earth will be holy. (Zech 

14:20-21). 

IV. PEACE (ORDER) 

In God's being and in his actions he is separate from all confusion and disorder, yet he is continually active in 

innumerable well-ordered, fully controlled, simultaneous actions (1 Cor 14:33, Rom 15:33).  As we walk in his ways, 

we experience more of his peace and self-control as a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23). 

V. RIGHTEOUSNESS (JUSTICE) 

God always acts in accordance with what is right and is himself the final standard of what is right.  God is worthy of 

worship and he is our confidence that justice will ultimately prevail. 

I the Lord speak the truth; I declare what is right. (Is 45:19b) 

The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice.  A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is 

he.  (Deut 32:4) 

VI. JEALOUSY 

God continually seeks to protect his own honour (Ex 34:14, Is 48:11).  God alone is right to seek this, because he 

fully deserves all honour and glory from his creation (1 Cor 4:7, Rev 4:11).  This is the secret of true worship. 

VII. WRATH 

God's wrath means that he intensely hates all sin (Rom 1:18).  In imitation, we too should hate great evil, injustice  

and sin (Heb 1:9). 

D. PURPOSE 

I. WILL 

God approves and determines to bring about every action necessary for the existence and activity of himself and 

all creation (Eph 1:11).  God's will includes his secret and revealed will (Deut 29:29, Acts 4:27-28).  We should find 

great encouragement and humility in knowing that all things happen according to the will and plan of God (Acts 

4:27-28, Jam 4:13-15). 

II. FREEDOM 



 

God's freedom is that attribute of God whereby he does whatever he pleases.  Because God is free, we should seek 

no more ultimate answer for his actions than his own will. 

all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of heaven 

and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?”  (Dan 4:35) 

III. OMNIPOTENCE (POWER AND SOVEREIGNTY) 

God is able to do all his holy will (Jer 32:17).  Our ability to exercise power and choice is both one of our most God-

like abilities and that most prone to sinful ways.  In imitation of him, we must use these abilities in ways pleasing to 

God and consistent with his will. 

E. SUMMARY 

I. PERFECTION AND BEAUTY 

God completely possesses all excellent qualities and lacks no part of any qualities that would be desirable for him.  

He is the totality of all desirable qualities.  We are called to imitate in a finite way his perfection and beauty, which 

will bring him glory. 

This God—his way is perfect;   (Ps 18:30a) 

Whom have I in heaven but you?  And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. (Ps 73:25) 

You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  (Matt 5:48) 

...so that he might present the church to himself in splendour, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might 

be holy and without blemish. (Eph 5:27) 

II. BLESSEDNESS 

God delights fully in himself and in all that reflects his character (1 Tim 6:15, Gen 1:31).  When God rejoices in us, 

he is rejoicing in our reflection of his own excellent qualities (Is 62:5, Jam 1:17, Rom 11:36). 

III. GLORY 

God's glory is the created brightness that surrounds God's revelation of himself (Rev 21:23).  We are being 

transformed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another (2 Cor 3:18). 

3. IMPLICATIONS & APPLICATIONS 

A. TRUTH 

We know true truths about God, because he has revealed them.  He shows himself as being infinitely worthy of trust, 

infinitely worthy of obedience, and infinitely worth of honour.  

B. HUMILITY 

God is absolutely unique, the Creator, not the creature.  Even as he shares parts of himself with us, in each attribute he is  

far more than we can comprehend.  We are a sponge, but he is the whole ocean. 

C. DELIGHT 

Every aspect and attribute of God should delight us.  He is infinitely excellent and beautiful, never changes, is completely 

reliable, always powerful and always present and always good, and he gives us the incomprehensible blessing of sharing in 

his attributes and in his eternity. 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #3: HOW MANY GODS ARE THERE? 

 

1. THE TRIUNE GOD 

God eternally exists as three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and each person is fully God, and there is one God. 

A. GOD IS THREE PERSONS 

God is three persons. In essence, in divinity, each of these three is identical, but in their persons each is distinct. The 

Trinity is comprised of the Father who is God but is not the Son or the Spirit, of the Son who is God but who is not the 

Father or the Spirit, and of the Spirit who is God but is not the Father or the Son. 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things 

and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. (John 14:26) 

B. EACH PERSON IS FULLY GOD 

Each of the persons of the Trinity is fully God. Each person is fully, entirely and equally divine. They are not each a part 

of God; God is not divisible by three persons. God is not like a pie that can be divided into three parts. We cannot say 

that God the Father is more fully God than the Holy Spirit. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 

name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 

9:6) 

Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God. (Acts 

5:4) 

C. THERE IS ONE GOD 

While God is three persons and while each of these persons is fully God, there is but one God. 

I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know 

me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides 

me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. (Isaiah 45:5-6) 

God eternally exists as three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and each person is fully God, and there is one God. 

The doctrine of the Trinity affirms that God’s whole and undivided essence belongs equally, eternally, simultaneously, 

and fully to each of the three distinct Persons of the Godhead. 

 

  



 

2. BEHOLDING THE WONDER OF THE TRIUNE GOD 

The Trinity is not merely a concept or a relationship. We must not lose the wonder of the persons of the Trinity behind the doctrine. 

To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 

Bithynia,  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for 

obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood. (1 Peter 1:1-2) 

A. BEHOLDING THE WONDER OF THE FATHER 

Behold the wonder of the Father as the Author, the Designer and the Architect of all that was, is and is to come. 

B. BEHOLDING THE WONDER OF THE SON 

Behold the wonder of the Son in both submission and authority. 

C. BEHOLDING THE WONDER OF THE SPIRIT 

Behold the wonder of the Spirit in humility, being eternally but joyfully subordinate to both Father and Son. 

 

3. LIVING IN GRATITUDE AND PRAISE TO THIS TRIUNE GOD. 

A. AUTHORITY 

The Trinity teaches us that authority and submission are built into the fabric of all that exists. The Trinity, which exists 

from eternity past, has always had a structure of authority and submission. Therefore authority and submission are 

inherently good. 

B. HUMILITY 

When we express humility, we imitate the Holy Spirit who joyfully and willingly has a role subordinate to both the 

Father and Son. 

C. DELIGHT 

We delight in a God who is incomprehensible. This is not a God made with human hands or created by a human mind. 

This is a God who is eternally, infinitely great. 

 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor? 

Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid? 

 For from him and through him and to him are all things.  

To him be glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11:33-36) 

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #4: WHERE DID THE WORLD COME FROM? 

 

1. WHERE DID THE WORLD COME FROM? 

God created the entire universe out of nothing; it was originally very good; and he created it to glorify himself. 

A. GOD CREATED THE UNIVERSE 

 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 

and by the breath of his mouth all their host. 

He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; 

he puts the deeps in storehouses. 

Let all the earth fear the Lord; 

let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 

For he spoke, and it came to be; 

he commanded, and it stood firm. (Psalm 33:6-9) 

 

B. OUT OF NOTHING 

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things, 

and by your will they existed and were created.” (Revelation 4:11) 

 

C. HE CREATED IT TO GLORIFY HIMSELF 

“I will say to the north, Give up, 

and to the south, Do not withhold; 

bring my sons from afar 

and my daughters from the end of the earth, 

everyone who is called by my name, 

whom I created for my glory, 

whom I formed and made.” (Isaiah 43:6-7) 

 

D. IT WAS ORIGINALLY VERY GOOD 

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the sixth day. (Genesis 1:31) 



 

 

2. WHAT IS THE POSITION OF THE LEADERSHIP OF GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH? 

A. SIX DAY CREATIONISM 

Though the doctrine of creation is of critical importance to the Christian faith, there is much debate among Christians 

as to the particulars of how God created the world and the period of time involved. While affirming that these details 

are matters of secondary importance, the leadership of Grace Fellowship Church believes the position most consistent 

with Scripture is that God created the universe ex nihilo in six literal 24-hour periods. 

3. DOES IT MATTER WHAT I BELIEVE? 

A biblical understanding of Creation is necessary to rightly understand God, theology and Christian living. 

A. GOD’S AUTHORITY IS ROOTED IN CREATION 

As the Creator of the universe, God has the right to rule it as Sovereign. 

Who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you 

made me like this?” Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for 

honorable use and another for dishonorable use? (Romans 9:20-21) 

 

B. MUCH CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY IS ROOTED IN CREATION 

Marriage is rooted in Creation. 

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become 

one flesh. (Genesis 2:24) 

Sabbath is rooted in Creation. 

For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the 

seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. (Exodus 20:11) 

The Creation Mandate is rooted in Creation. 

“And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 

livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” (Genesis 1:26) 

Male Headship is rooted in Creation. 

I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 

For Adam was formed first, then Eve. (1 Timothy 2:12-13) 

 

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #5: DOES PRAYER MATTER? 

 
Prayer is the most important subject in practical religion.  All other subjects are second to it. Reading the Bible, keeping the Sabbath, 
hearing sermons, attending public worship, going to the Lord’s table,-- all these are very weighty matters. But none of them are so 

important as private prayer. 
- J.C. Ryle 

1. WHAT IS PRAYER? 

Prayer is personal communication with God. 

A. PRAYER EXPRESSES OUR TRUST IN GOD 

God wants us to pray because it expresses our trust in him and is a means whereby our trust in him can increase. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread . . . (Matthew 6.9-11)  

In him we live and move and have our being. (Acts 17.28)  

We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you. (2 Chronicles 20.12) 

               

B. PRAYER CHANGES THE WAY GOD ACTS  

If prayer is communication with God, He will respond when we pray to Him. 

You do not have, because you do not ask. (James 4.2)  

If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7.14 

Everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. Or 

which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 

serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! (Matthew 7.7-11) 

 

2. HOW SHOULD I PRAY? 

When we pray, we must put our faith in the person of God, not in a hope that He will agree with us. 

A. ACCORDING TO GOD’S W ILL 

Your will be done.  (Matthew 6.10 

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us.” (1 John 

5.14) 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” (John 15.7) 



 

B. WITH FAITH 

 And they went and woke *Jesus+, saying “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and 

the raging waves, and they ceased, and there was calm.  He said to them, “Where is your faith?” (Luke 8.24-25) 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach.  . . . But let him ask in faith, 

with no doubting. (James 1.5-6) 

C. PERSISTENTLY 

[Jesus] went away and prayed, saying the same words. (Mark 14.39) 

In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God. (Luke 6.12) 

D.   HUMBLY 

Pray then like this: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. (Matthew 6.9) 

E.   PRIVATELY 

[W]hen you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who sees in secret. (Matthew 6.6) 

F.   WITH OTHERS 

[T]hey lifted their voices together to God. . . (Acts 4.24) 

 

3. WHY SHOULD I PRAY? 

A. IT BRINGS JOY (DELIGHT) 

Until now you have asked nothing in my name.  Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. (John 16.24) 

B. IT BRINGS HUMILITY 

Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them . . . (Acts 4.24) 

C. IT BRINGS GOD GLORY 

Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. (John 14.13) 

 

 

 

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #6: ARE THERE OTHER SPIRITUAL BEINGS? 

Q. Are there other spiritual beings than God Himself? 

A. God created angels—spiritual beings with moral sense, intelligence and power—to serve his purposes. A number of angels 
rebelled against him and have become evil demons, led by a head demon named Satan. 

1. ANGELS 

A. WHAT ARE THEY? 

Angels are spiritual beings in the service of God, created with a moral sense and intelligence, but without physical bodies. 

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. (Col 1:16)  

And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in 

eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgement of the great day— (Jude 6)  

See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see 

that I have. (Luke 24:39) 

B. WHAT DO THEY DO? 

Angels carry out some of God's plans as well as minister directly to God by glorifying him. 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem  to 

Gaza.” (Acts 8:26a) 

Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? (Heb 1:14) 

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, 

numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was 

slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honour and glory and blessing!” (Rev 5:11-12) 

C. WHY SHOULD WE CARE? 

Angels worship God with us, serve as an example to us, observe our lives, and they can be God's agents in guarding us. 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 

angels in festal gathering (Heb 10:22) 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. (Matt 6:10) 

For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death, because we have become a 

spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. (1 Cor 4:9) 

My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless 

before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm. (Dan 6:22) 

Angels are not to be worshipped, prayed to or directly sought out. 

Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you 

and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” (Rev 19:10) 



 

2. DEMONS 

A. WHAT ARE THEY? 

Demons are fallen angels who sinned against God and now continually work evil in the world. Their chief is Satan. 

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy 

darkness to be kept until the judgement; (2 Pet 2:4) 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among 

them. (Job 1:6) 

He [the devil] was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in 

him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (John 48:44) 

B. WHAT DO THEY DO? 

Satan was the originator of sin, and he and the demons oppose and attempt to destroy the work of God. But the demons 

are limited by God's control. 

Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. (1 John 3:8a) 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. (John 10:10a) 

Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? Have you not put a hedge around him  and 

his house and all that he has, on every side? ... And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. 

Only against him do not stretch out your hand.” (Job 1:9,10,12) 

C. WHY DO WE CARE? 

Demons continue to be active in the world today, powerfully in the lives of unbelievers but also with limited influence on 

believers. God teaches us pursue righteousness, avoid sin, and stand in the truth, and Satan will flee from us. 

We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. (1 John 5:19) 

By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice 

righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. (1 John 3:10) 

Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil. (Eph 4:26-

27) 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places. (Eph 6:10-12) 

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

Resist him, firm in your faith... (1 Pet 5:8-9a) 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (James 4:7) 

 

 

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #7: WHY DID GOD CREATE US? WHAT IS OUR PURPOSE? 

Q. Why did God create human beings? What is our purpose on this earth? How can we accomplish it? 

A. God created humans to glorify himself. Our purpose is to glorify him by enjoying him. We can do this as we become his image-

bearers in all creation. 

1. GOD CREATED HUMANS FOR HIS GLORY 

God created us for a purpose… and it is good! 

A. GOD DID NOT NEED MAN (HUMILITY) 

Job 41 
 11 

Who has first given to me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine. (See also 

Acts 17.24-25) 

B. GOD CREATED MAN FOR HIS OWN GLORY (AND JOY!) (DELIGHT) 

In creation—and then again in re-creation (redemption)—God takes great delight in his people who bear his image. 

(Isaiah 62.3-5; Zeph 3.17-18) 

Isa 43 
 6 

I will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar and my 

daughters from the end of the earth, 
 7 

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I 

formed and made."  

Eph 1 … 
 12 

so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

2. OUR PURPOSE IS TO GLORIFY AS WE ENJOY 

Since we are created, our purpose must be determined by the reason for which we were created. 

A. GLORIFICATION AND DELIGHT ARE NATURAL FRIENDS  

Ps 84 
 1 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 
 2 

My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my 

heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.  
10 

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I 

would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

B. THEREFORE WE GLORIFY GOD BY DELIGHTING IN HIM (DELIGHT) 

Ps 27 
 4 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the 

days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. (See also, Psalm 16.11; 73.25-26) 

3. WE GLORIFY GOD BY ‘IMAGING’ HIM TO THE REST OF CREATION 

Man and woman were the only created things endowed with this honour: bearers of the image of God. When God determined to 

glorify himself by creating us, the best way for him to do it was to make us in his image. The more we are able to reflect (‘image’) 

God, the more we will fulfil our purpose and bring him glory. 



 

A. CREATION: MADE IN HIS IMAGE (TRUTH / AUTHORITY)  

Gen 1 
 26 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. …” 
 27 

So God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

B. FALL: IMAGE DISTORTED (HUMILITY) 

The image of God is still present after the fall (Genesis 9.6), but it is now marred (Ecclesiastes 7.29). 

C. REDEMPTION: THE ONGOING WORK OF IMAGE RESTORATION (FREEDOM) 

Col 3 
 9 

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 
10 

and have put on the 

new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. (See 2 Corinthians 3.18; Romans 8.29) 

D. CHRIST’S RETURN: COMPLETE RESTORATION OF GOD’S IMAGE  (DELIGHT) 

Christ is the perfect ‘image’ of God… 

2Cor 4 
 4 

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (See also Colossians 1.15) 

 All his people will one day be made perfectly into his image… 

1Cor 15 
 49 

Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

(See also 1 John 3.2) 

This will all be the climax of our praise to the glory of God for eternity to come… 

Rev 4 
 11 

"Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and 

by your will they existed and were created."  

4. APPLICATION  

A. TRUTH 

We need to know Truth (God) in order to be like him. 

B. HUMILITY 

Whatever we are now is less than what we were 

created to be. We need God to work in us to restore 

us to what we should be. 

C. AUTHORITY 

We were not created to be autonomous. We were 

created to be like God, therefore, he is our authority. 

 

D. FREEDOM 

Understanding our purpose gives us great freedom 

in decision-making. 

E. DELIGHT 

Delight in both the Creator and the creation glorifies 

the Creator—and that’s why you’re here. So delight 

already! 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #8: WHO IS IN CONTROL HERE? 

Q #1 Who is in control here? 

A #1 God. 

Q #2 How can this be? 

A #2 God is continually involved with created things in such a way that (1) he keeps them existing and maintaining the 

properties with which he created them; and (2) he cooperates with created things in every action, directing their 

distinctive properties to cause them to act as they do. 

1. HE KEEPS THINGS GOING THE WAY THEY SHOULD! (PRESERVATION) 

God keeps all created things existing and maintaining the properties with which he created them. 

A. CONTINUAL CONTROL 

Christ continually sustains all things in the universe. 

Acts 17 
 28

 'In him we live and move and have our being'  

Col 1 
 17 

And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

B. MIRACULOUS MAINTENANCE 

God causes things to maintain the properties with which he created them. This is not continual creation; rather he 

preserves what he has already created. 

Heb 1 
 3 

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 

universe by the word of his power. 

C.  CORE VALE TO CONSIDER: DELIGHT 

Pondering the way God consistently preserves all things gives us reason to delight in the greatness of His power. 

 

2. HE COOPERATES WITH CREATED THINGS IN EVERY ACTION! (CONCURRENCE) 

God cooperates with created things in every action, directing their distinctive properties to cause them to act as they do. 

A. INANIMATE CREATION 

Many things that we think of to be “natural occurrences” are caused by God.  

Job 37 
 6 

For to the snow he says, 'Fall on the earth,' likewise to the downpour, his mighty downpour.   



 

B. WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE? 

God planned our days before we were born. 

Ps 139 
 16 

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the 

days that were formed for me, when as yet there were none of them. .  

God influences rulers in their decisions. 

Prov 21 
 1 

The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will. 

God directs, and works through, the distinctive properties of created things, so that these things themselves bring about 

the results we see.  God is the “primary cause” working behind the scenes, but we carry out the “secondary causes” 

which can be seen. 

God’s control over what is unseen should not lead us to deny the reality of our choices and actions. Scripture affirms 

that we really do cause events to happen. We are responsible beings.   

God causes all things that happen, but he does so in such a way that he somehow upholds our ability to make willing, 

responsible choices, choices that that have real and eternal results, and for which we are held accountable.  

Acts 4 
 27 

for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 

anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,
 28 

to do 

whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 

Acts 2 
 23 

this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 

and killed by the hands of lawless men.. .   

C. WHAT ABOUT EVIL? 

Scripture nowhere shows God directly doing anything evil, but rather as brining about evil deeds through the willing 

actions of moral creatures.  

Gen 50 
 20 

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 

many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 

D. CORE VALUE TO CONSIDER: FREEDOM 

Those who truly believe in Christ alone are FREED from the penalty AND power AND pleasure of sin. They can freely love 

God and obey Him by the power of His Spirit.    

 

 

 

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #9: IS THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN? 

 

Q. Is there a difference between men and women? 

A. While men and women are equal in value and dignity, God in his wisdom has determined that within the marriage 

relationship husbands and wives are to reflect the Trinity in their different and complementary roles. 

 

1. MEN AND WOMEN ARE EQUAL IN VALUE AND DIGNITY 

Men and women are equally created in the image of God and are therefore equal in value and dignity. 

A. IN THE IMAGE OF GOD  

Genesis 1:26a, 27 - Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. … 

So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. 

 

2. MEN AND WOMEN HAVE DIFFERENT ROLES IN MARRIAGE AS PART OF THE CREATED ORDER 

While we acknowledge that men and women are equal in value and dignity, we affirm from Scripture that God has 

assigned different roles to each within marriage. 

A. HUSBANDS ARE TO LEAD, PROTECT AND PROVIDE  

Ephesians 5:25-28 - Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 

that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might 

present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be 

holy and without blemish. In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who 

loves his wife loves himself. 

B. WIVES ARE TO FOLLOW, RESPECT AND HELP  

Ephesians 5:22-24 - Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of 

the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church 

submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 

 



 

3. THE EQUALITY AND DIFFERENCES REFLECT EQUALITY AND DIFFERENCES IN THE TRINITY 

From God’s Triune relationship we learn that persons can be equal in value and worth while maintaining different and 

even subordinate roles. 

A. THE MEMBERS OF THE TRINITY ARE EQUALLY GOD  

Isaiah 45:5-6: “I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, 

though you do not know me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the 

west, that there is none besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other.” 

B. THE MEMBERS OF THE TRINITY HAVE DIFFERENT ROLES  

The Father leads, the Son both leads and submits, and the Holy Spirit helps and submits. 

John 14:26 - But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 

teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

4. THESE DIFFERENCES ARE VERY GOOD  

If men and women are equal in value and dignity, if husbands and wives have different roles within marriage and if these 

roles are a reflection of God, we determine that the differences are very good. 

Romans 9:20-21 - But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say 

to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?”  Has the potter no right over the clay? 

 Galatians 5:1, 13 - For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit 

again to a yoke of slavery. … For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your 

freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 

 

5. WE HUMBLY, JOYFULLY,  UNASHAMEDLY SUBMIT AND DELIGHT  

We submit to God’s plan for manhood and womanhood and delight in the God who made us equally in his image yet 

complementary in role as a reflection of His character. 

1 Corinthians 1:25, 27 - For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of 

God is stronger than men. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 

chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong. 

 

 

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #10: WHAT IS SIN AND WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE? 

1. WHAT IS SIN? 

Q. What is sin?  A. Sin is any failure to conform to the moral law of God in act, attitude, or nature. 

Sinful acts include things such as stealing, lying, or committing murder.  Sinful attitudes include things like coveting (desiring to 

steal), anger, lust, jealousy, selfishness, and pride. 

A. SINFUL NATURE 

Not only does sin consist of acts and attitudes, but also our very natures.  The internal character that is the essence of who we are is 

also sinful.  In other words, we are sinners by our very nature.  We are born as sinners.  

Ephesians 2.3: “…and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” 

Psalm 51.4: “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.”  

Grudem:  “Sin is directly opposite to all that is good in the character of God, and just as God necessarily and eternally delights in 

himself and in all that he is, so God necessarily and eternally hates sin.  It is, in essence, the contradiction of the excellence of his 

moral character.  It contradicts his holiness, and he must hate it.” 

Another possible definition of sin:  Sin is all that God hates and all that humans love, apart from His grace. 

B. ORIGIN OF SIN 

Where did sin originate from?  First of all, we must assert that God never sinned and we cannot blame Him for sin. 

Deuteronomy 32.4: “The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without 

iniquity, just and upright is he.” 

 

James 1.13: “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God,’ for God cannot be tempted with 

evil, and he himself tempts no one.” 

Nevertheless, although God hates all sin (Ps 5.4), He ordained sin to come into the universe through the voluntary choices of moral 

creatures to accomplish His will (Eph 1.11).  This is still largely a mystery to us. 

C. INHERITED SIN 

We are counted guilty before God because of Adam’s sin (Rom 5.12-21).  Adam, by sinning as the representative head of humankind, 

caused his guilt to be imputed to us.  The punishment of death is the proof of this guilt. 

Romans 5.12: “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death 

spread to all men because all sinned…” 

2. WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE? 

Q:  What difference does it make?  A:  All the difference in the world! 



 

A. FOR THE UNBELIEVER 

Even the smallest sin makes us legally guilty before God and therefore worthy of eternal punishment. 

James 2.10: “For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.” 

God’s punishment of sin displays His righteousness and glory.  If God did not punish sin on the cross, He would not be a righteous 

God.  

Romans 3.25: “whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 

God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.”  

B. FOR THE BELIEVER 

Unlike the unbeliever, the believer’s legal standing before God is unchanged.  Whenever we sin, we grieve God and bring Him 

fatherly displeasure.  Sin also damages our Christian life and fruitfulness in ministry. 

John 15.5: “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 

for apart from me you can do nothing.” 

3. APPLICATION—CORE VALUES 

A. HUMILITY 

Knowledge of our own sinfulness with respect to God’s holiness should produce in us a deep humility, which expresses itself in 

reverence, awe, and a profound sense of gratitude. 

Ephesians 2.4-5: “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we 

were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.” 

B. FREEDOM 

Since we have been set free from the bondage of sin, we have the freedom to bear fruit for the kingdom of God. 

Romans 6.18: “…and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.” 

C. DELIGHT 

Freedom from sin is true delight, for as long as we are keeping our lives free from sin, we are free to delight in God! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #11: WHO IS JESUS? 

Q. Who is Jesus? Is he God or is he human? Is he a mix of both?  

A. Jesus is fully human and fully God in one person, forever. 

1. JESUS IS A TRUE HUMAN 

The idea of defending Jesus’ humanity would have seemed silly to the disciples, during Jesus’ earthly ministry. He looked like them, 

he ate and drank like them, he slept like them… he was ultimately human! It wasn’t until later, when false teachers came along, that 

anyone ever had to defend Jesus’ humanity.  

Let’s begin by examining some realities that relate to his humanity… 

A. JESUS WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN 

Luke 1 
 34 

And Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?" 
 35 

And the angel answered her, "The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be called holy—the Son of God. (See also Matt 1.18, 20, 24-25) 

The virgin birth is important for at least two very large reasons: (1) It is what makes possible the fullness of deity and the 

fullness of humanity to both be present in one person. (2) It makes possible the birth of a human who will not inherit 

Adam’s guilt, which is passed on to all his descendents.  

B. JESUS HAD HUMAN WEAKNESS & LIMITATIONS  

I. IN BODY 

Jesus’ body functioned just like ours. He grew, got tired, and could be thirsty or hungry (Luke 2.52; John 4.6; 

19.28; Matt 4.2). Even after his death and resurrection, Jesus proved his humanity by eating and showing that 

he had true ‘flesh and bones’ (Luke 24.39). 

II. IN MIND, SOUL AND EMOTIONS 

Luke 2 
 52 

And Jesus increased in wisdom … //  John 12 
 27 

"Now is my soul troubled. …  // Heb 5 
 7 

In the days of his 

flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears … 

C. JESUS WAS SINLESS IN HIS HUMANITY 

Luke 4  13 And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

 John 8 
 46 

Which one of you convicts me of sin? (And this is after John 8.12, 29!)  

2Cor 5 
 21 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God.  



 

Heb 4 
 15 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 

respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  

D. JESUS HAS TO BE HUMAN 

Jesus had to be human for representative obedience and to be our sacrificial substitute. 

Rom 5  
18

 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to 

justification and life for all men. 
19

 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one 

man's obedience the many will be made righteous. (See also 1 Cor 15:45, 47) 

Heb 2 
 16 

For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.
 17 

Therefore he had to be 

made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 

God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 

He also had to be human to act as mediator (1 Tim 2.5), as high priest (Heb 2.18), and to be an example for us (1 Pet 2.21). 

2. JESUS IS TRULY DIVINE 

The NT authors use diverse methods to display Jesus’ divinity with great clarity. 

A. JESUS AS THEOS  (GOD) AND  KURIOS (LORD)  

The Greek word for God (theos), though normally reserved for God the Father, is used of Jesus repeatedly in the NT.  

Rom 9 
 5 

To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, 

blessed forever. Amen.  

Titus 2 
 13 

waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

Heb 1 
8 

But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of 

your kingdom.  

2Pet 1 
 1 

Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing 

with ours by the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ:  

See also, John 1.1, 18; 20.28; and Isaiah 9.6 (as an OT example of the same). 

The Greek word for Lord (kurios) was used to translate the proper name for God (YHWH), when the OT was translated into 

Greek. In several important places, this title is used of Jesus, fulfilling prophecies which had previously been understood as 

referring to God.  

Matt 3  
3
 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, "The voice of one crying in the 

wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.'" (See also Mark 1.3)  

Acts 2  
21 

And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.' (See also, 

Rom 10.9, 13) 

1Cor 12  
3
 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says "Jesus is 

accursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except in the Holy Spirit. 



 

 The significance of Thomas’s declaration of faith after Christ’s resurrection must not be overlooked! 

 John 20 
 28 

Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 

B. JESUS AND THE ATTRIBUTES OF DEITY 

Jesus is shown to possess the attributes of God. For example: omnipotence (Matt 8.26-27; 14.19; John 2.1-11), eternity 

(John 8.58; Rev 22.13), omniscience (Mark 2.8; John 2.25; 6.64; 16.30), omnipresence (Matt 18.20; 28.20), and sovereignty 

(Mark 2.5-7; Matt 5.22, 28, 32, 34, 39, 44). The NT pictures Jesus as being entirely worthy of worship (Phil 2.9-11; Heb 1.6). 

C. JESUS AND THE AUTHORITY OF GOD 

Throughout his earthly ministry, Jesus showed remarkable authority—authority that only God could justly claim. This 

included authority over prior revelation of God (Matt 5.17-48; 7.28-29; 17.1-8); authority over the Sabbath (Matt 12.6, 8; 

John 5.17); and authority to forgive sins (Luke 5:17-26; 7:36-49).  

D. OTHER WAYS JESUS IS REFERENCED AS DIVINE 

Heb 1 
 3 

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by 

the word of his power.  

Col 1
 15 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
16 

For by him all things were created, in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 

created through him and for him. 
17 

And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

Rev 22 
 13 

 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end."  

E.  JESUS HAS TO BE DIVINE 

Jesus has to be divine because (1) only an infinite being can pay an infinite penalty for sin; (2) salvation is from the Lord, so 

it must be God who initiates and intervenes—all of Scripture combines to show us that God must save us or we’re doomed; 

(3) only someone who is God could be mediator between God and man (1 Tim 2.5). 

3. SOME THOUGHTS ON DEITY AND HUMANITY IN ONE PERSON 

We believe, with the Chalcedonian Definition, that ‘the property of each nature is preserved’ in Christ. In other words, there is one 

nature which is fully divine and another which is fully human; they are fully one, but never inter-mixed. 

A. ONE NATURE DOES SOME THINGS THE OTHER NATURE DOESN’T DO  

Some examples: 

- Jesus could be tired, even though omnipotent (see above) 

- Jesus could depart from the earth, even while telling his disciples that he was with them to the end of the age Matt 

(20.28) 

- Jesus was born, but has always lived (John 8.58) 

- Jesus died, but has the power of indestructible life (Heb 7.16) 



 

B. ANYTHING EITHER NATURE DOES, THE PERSON OF CHRIST DOES 

Some examples: 

- John 8.58 – ‘Before Abraham was born, I am’ (not ‘Before Abraham was born, my divine nature was’) 

- 1 Cor 15.3 – ‘Christ died for our sins’ (not, ‘Christ’s human nature died…’) 

4. APPLICATION  

A. TRUTH / AUTHORITY 

Jesus is the image of God (2 Cor 4.4). So much so that he could tell his disciples that to see him is to have seen the Father 

(John 14.9). Therefore, whatever Jesus says, does, or sends his Spirit to inspire (John 16.13) is ultimate, authoritative truth. 

B. HUMILITY 

The simple reality is that we will never understand the incarnation. The majesty and wisdom and might and meekness of 

our God demands humility, reverence, and worship. 

C. FREEDOM 

Christ, as a man, experienced every temptation, yet was free from sin. Part of his salvation is the gift of his Spirit, who lives 

in us, who can recall to us Christ’s victory over temptation, and give us the strength to remain pure. 

D. DELIGHT 

Experiential delight in any truth about Christ is increased when we meditate on the reality of God become man for us. For 

example: 

- Jesus Christ, the image of the glory of God, the exact imprint of his nature, loved me and gave himself for me (Gal 2.20) 

- Jesus Christ, the deserving recipient of all praise and honour from all creation for all eternity bore my shame and was 

mocked and murdered for me 

 

For a more detailed exploration of the divinity of Christ in the New Testament, see the article on our website (www.gfcto.com) 

called ‘Is Jesus Really God?’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gfcto.com/


 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #12: WHY DID JESUS HAVE TO DIE? 

Q. Did Jesus really have to die? Was there no other way? What did his death really accomplish? 

A. All of us have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. We have offended and alienated God by our sin. We need atonement to be 

made for us. Jesus, in his perfect life and death accomplished atonement. That means that he forever removed the effects of 

the curse and purchased the blessings of salvation 

1. WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF THE ATONEMENT? 

A. LOVE 

John 3  
16

 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 

B. JUSTICE 

Rom 3 
 25  

God put [Jesus] forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.
 26 

It was to show his righteousness 

at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  

2. WAS THE ATONEMENT REALLY NECESSARY? 

A. NO, BECAUSE GOD DIDN ’T NEED TO SAVE ANY  

2 Pet 2 
 4 

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of 

gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment… (cf. Heb 2.16) 

B. YES, BECAUSE GOD CHOSE TO SAVE US  

Matt 26  
39

 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it be possible, let this cup 

pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will." (cf. Luke 24.25-26; Rom 3.25-26) 

3. THE NATURE OF THE ATONEMENT 

A. IT WAS TOWARDS THE FATHER 

Heb 9  
 14  

… how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 

God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.  

B. CHRIST’S OBEDIENCE WAS FOR US 

Phil 3 
 9 

and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith…  (cf. Rom 5.19; 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5.21)  



 

C. CHRIST’S SUFFERING WAS FOR US 

I. IN ALL OF HIS LIFE 

Isa 53 
 3 

He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom 

men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
 4 

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 

sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 

II. IN HIS CRUCIFIXION AND DEATH 

Jesus bore physical pain (Mark 15.24), the pain of bearing sin (Isaiah 53.6; Gal 3.13; 1 Pet 2.24), the pain of 

abandonment from both friends (Mark 14.34; Matt 25.26) and from God the Father himself (Habakkuk 1.13; 

Matt 27.46), and the ultimate pain of bearing the wrath of God for sin (Rom 3.25-26; Heb 2.17; 1 Jn 2.2). None 

of us can understand any of this pain that he bore for us. 

1John 4 
 10 

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins. 

4. THE FINALITY OF THE ATONEMENT 

A. CHRIST’S WORK WAS FINISHED ON THE CROSS 

Isa 53 
 11 

Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my 

servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 

Heb 9 
 27 

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,
 28 

so Christ, having been 

offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are 

eagerly waiting for him.  (cf. John 19.30; Rom 8.1) 

B. IMAGES OF THE ATONEMENT COMPLETED 

1. Penal Substitution (as above; 1 Pet 2.24) 

2. Redemption (1 John 5.19; Mark 10.45; Heb 

9.12-14) 

3. Reconciliation (2 Cor 5.18-20) 

4. Christus Victor (Col 2.15; Heb 2.14-15) 

5. Christus Exemplus (Phil 2.5-11; 1 Pet 2.18-

25) 

5. APPLICATION  

A. HUMILITY 

Not only could I not achieve forgiveness, or pay off my 

debts, my obedience could never be enough to achieve a 

God-approved righteousness. I was utterly hopeless.  

B. FREEDOM 

Because Christ’s atoning work (his perfect righteousness 

and his debt-paying death), I am absolutely free from 

trying to justify myself or find my worth or identity in my 

performance as a believer. 

 

C. DELIGHT 

He took pain I could never imagine to give me joy I will 

never fully comprehend with an eternity to experience it. 

He took separation from God so I could know absolute 

fellowship with God. 

 

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #13: WHERE IS JESUS NOW? 

1. JESUS ASCENDED INTO AN ACTUAL PLACE 

Christ ascended into a locality—“into heaven.” 

Luke 24:50-51: “And lifting up His hands He blessed them.  While He blessed them, He parted from them and was 
carried up into heaven.” 

 Acts 1:9-11: “And when He had said these things, as they were looking on, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him 
out of their sight.  And while they were gazing into heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?  This Jesus, who was taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw Him go into heaven.’” 

Grudem: “These narratives describes an event that is clearly designed to show the disciples that Jesus went to a place.  He did not 

suddenly disappear from them, never to be seen by them again, but gradually ascended as they were watching, and then a cloud 

took him from their sight.  The fact that Jesus had a resurrection body that was subject to spatial limitations (it could be at only place 

at one time) means that Jesus went somewhere when He ascended into heaven.” 

2.  CHRIST RECEIVED GLORY AND HONOUR IN HEAVEN AS BOTH GOD AND MAN 

When Jesus ascended into heaven, His human nature was glorified in such a way that had never happened before. 

Hebrews 2:9: “But we see Him for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory 

and honour because of the suffering of death...” 

Philippians 2:9-11: “Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” 

The plan of God went beyond the resurrection of His Son.  He exalted Him to the position He occupied with the Father before time 

began (John 17:5). 

3. JESUS IS SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD 

A. WHEN THE SON “SAT DOWN,” IT MEANT THAT H IS SACRIFICIAL WORK WAS FINISHED 

Hebrews 1:3: “After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high...” 

B. JESUS INAUGURATED HIS KINGDOM WHEN HE SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD.  

CHRIST REIGNS TO DEFEND HIS CHURCH AND IS THE EFFECTUAL RULER OF THE UNIVERSE.  

Ephesians 1:20-22: “raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 

far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not 

only in this age but also in the one to come.  And He put all things under His feet and gave Him as head 

over all things to the church, which is His body...” 



 

1 Peter 3:22: “...who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand His of God, with angels, and 

authorities, and powers being subjected to him.” 

Though Jesus Christ is not on earth, He reigns in the heavenly sanctuary (Heb. 9:24).  His priesthood is accessible globally to 

all who call on His name (Heb 4:14).  He is not inactive on His throne, but intercedes on behalf of His people (Rom. 8:34, 

Heb. 7:25), sends the Holy Spirit constantly to edify His people (John 7:38-39; 16:7-14) and equips them for ministry (Eph. 

4:8-12) 

4. APPLICATION—CORE VALUES 

A. HUMILITY 

Peter said in Acts 5:31 that it was God the Father who exalted Jesus at His right hand.  The apostle Paul reminds us that 

before Jesus was exalted He humbled Himself (Phil. 2:4-11).  If Jesus did not exalt Himself to His place of glory (but allowed 

God to do that) this should be enough to cause humility in our hearts.  Our Lord said, “Everyone who exalts Himself will be 

humbled, and he (who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 14:11).  It is not our place to exalt ourselves before God or 

men.  Our task is to humble ourselves.  God will do the exalting in due time (1 Peter 5:6). 

B. FREEDOM 

Others may seem to be in control on earth, Satan for example, or enemies of the gospel.  Make no mistake: Christ reigns 

and nothing is out of His control.  We should be free from the cares and anxieties which can so easily weigh us down.  

Although we experience sorrow, sickness, and death, Christ has given us comfort by assuring us that this is not our final 

home.  His ascension has foreshadowed our future ascension into heaven (1 Thess. 4:17).  One day we will follow him there, 

that where He is we may be also (John 14:3). 

C. AUTHORITY 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Jesus (Matthew 28:18).  He reigns in heaven as the King of kings and 

Lord of lords (Rev. 17:14).  This is all the more reason that we should direct our obedience with the greatest eagerness to 

our King! 

In some part we share in Christ’s authority over the universe.  Ephesians 2:6 says we were “raised up with Him and made us 

sit with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”  This thought should affect our prayer life.  In Christ, we have the 

authority over sin and Satan.  Jesus Christ and all the resources of heaven are at our disposal as we daily engage in our 

battle against sin and the evil one (Rom. 8:1-4, 2 Cor. 5:17, 10:4; Eph. 6:10-18).  No power of hell can separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:37-39). 

D. DELIGHT 

Do you desire to be where Jesus is? Or have you become too comfortable on earth and are delighting too much in earthly 

pleasures?  Paul says in Philippians 1:23, “My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.”  The Christian’s 

joy and happiness, ultimately belongs to the heavenly life! 

Colossians 3:1-3 “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on things above, not on things that are on earth.  For 

you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” 

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #14: WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 

 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God 

- 1 Peter 3.18 
 

The eternal, holy, and just God intersected human history as a man, to die as a substitute for his rebellious creation, and rise from 
death to defeat sin, death, and hell so that anyone who places their total trust on him will be victorious with him and spend eternity 
in heaven with him instead of eternity away from him in the conscious torment of hell. 

1. JESUS CAME 

A. TO SHOW US THE FATHER 

No one has seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. (John 1.18)  

Even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I 

am in the Father. (John 10.38) 

B. TO LIVE, AS A MAN, A HOLY LIFE BEFORE THE FATHER 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

(Matthew 5.17) 

Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and 

faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2.17) 

Christ is faithful over God’s house as a Son. (Hebrews 3.6) 

2. JESUS DIED 

A. TO BEAR THE PENALTY OF SIN 

i. Substitution 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God. (1 Peter 3.18) 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 

Corinthians 5.21) 

ii. Propitiation 

In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. (1 John 

4.10) 

Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high 

priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2.17) 

B. TO RECONCILE YOU TO GOD 



 

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself . . . (2 Corinthians 5.18) 

For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that 

whether we are awake or asleep, we might live with him. (1 Thessalonians 5.9) 

3. JESUS ROSE 

A. TO DEFEAT DEATH 

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death 

he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death 

were subject to lifelong slavery. (Hebrews 2.14-15) 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 

But if there is no resurrection from the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then 

our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. . . . And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still 

in your sins. (1 Corinthians 15.12-14, 17) 

B. TO CONFIRM THE EFFICACY OF HIS WORK 

[H]e has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he 

has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead. (Acts 17.31) 

 [B]ut these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, and that by believing you may have life in his 

name. (John 20.31) 

 I am ascending to my Father, and your Father, to my God and your God. (John 20.17b) 

4. HOW IS THE GOSPEL CONNECTED TO OUR CORE VALUES? 

A. TRUTH 

For I would have you know brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I did not receive it 

from any man nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. (Galatians 1.11-12) 

 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14.6)  

B. HUMILITY 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant . . . he humbled himself 

by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 4.5-7a, 8) 

C. FREEDOM 

Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgement on the one 

that eats, for God has welcomed him. (Romans 14.3)  

Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, 

who is indeed interceding for us. (Romans 8.34)   



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #15: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE BORN AGAIN? 

Q. What does it mean to be “born again”? 

A. Being “born again” involves an inner change and an outer response.  God does a mysterious work inside us to make us spiritually 

alive, an act called “regeneration.”  Then we respond externally in repentance from our sin and trust in Jesus for our salvation, an act 

called “conversion.” 

REGENERATION 

A. IT IS ENTIRELY A WORK OF GOD. 

We are all born spiritually dead because of Adam's sin, but God sovereignly chooses to make some alive. 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following 

the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all 

once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children 

of wrath, like the rest of mankind. (Eph 2:1-3)  

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— (Eph 2:4-5) 

B. IT IS MYSTERIOUS AND COMES BEFORE SAVING FAITH. 

God causes we who were dead to suddenly be spiritually alive.  We cannot have faith in Christ while being spiritually dead.  

When made alive, we cannot help but have faith in him. 

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.  For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace.  For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; 

indeed, it cannot.  (Rom 8:5-7) 

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, 

having forgiven us all our trespasses, (Col 2:13)  

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. (John 6:37)  

C. IT BRINGS RESULTS.  

Regeneration is a mysterious inner working by God, but it will over time result in changes in our character and our desires. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 

against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 

and desires. (Gal 5:22-24)  

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because 

he has been born of God. By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 

whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.  (1 Jn 3:9-10) 



 

 

CONVERSION 

A. INCLUDES KNOWLEDGE, BELIEF AND PERSONAL TRUST 

Knowing and believing the basic facts about ourselves and God is necessary but not sufficient.  Jesus calls each of us 

personally to place our trust for salvation in him. 

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  How then will they call on him in whom they have 

not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without 

someone preaching?  (Rom 10:13-14) 

You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! (James 2:19) 

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God. (John 1:11-12)  

B. REQUIRES FAITH AND REPENTANCE 

True saving faith is trust in Jesus Christ as a living person for forgiveness of sins and for eternal life with God.   

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 

saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 

because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  (John 3:16-18) 

Such trust will be accompanied by true repentance, which is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, renouncing of it, and a sincere 

commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to Christ. 

...how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house 

to house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts 

20:20-21) 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, 

for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. (Matt 11:28-29) 

C. FAITH AND REPENTANCE CONTINUE THROUGHOUT LIFE 

The heart attitudes of faith and repentance begin at regeneration and conversion, but continue throughout our lives.  Our 

faith grows as our knowledge of Christ grows. 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  (Gal 2:20) 

“Father, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come.  Give us each day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, for 

we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.”  (Luke 11:2b-4) 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  (Rom 10:17) 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #16: WHAT IS JUSTIFICATION? 

Justification is an instantaneous legal act of God in which he (a) thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s righteousness as belonging 
to us and (b) declares us to be righteous in his sight. This declaration saves one from condemnation on the Day of Judgment.  

1. JUSTIFICATION INCLUDES A LEGAL DECLARATION BY GOD 

A. LEGAL DECLARATION  

Bible terms: Righteousness-justice, same word group—relational. One is righteous with respect to another (including 
conduct).  

“For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified.”   Rm  2.13 (Dt 6 

.25, Ps 106.31) 

 
OT has notion of dispensing of justice, an outcome (Pr 17.15, Dt 25.1, Ex 23.7). NT commonly influenced by OT and often 
means “to declare righteous.”  

“When they heard this all the people and the tax collectors justified God, having been baptized with the baptism of John.” Lk  7.39 

(the people did not make God just)   (Rm 3.20, 26, 28, 5.1, 8.30, 10.4,10)   

Regeneration is an act of God in us.  Justification is a judgement of God with respect to us. Legal language, “to justify” 
forensic, to do with legal proceedings.   (Rm 8.31) 

“For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin.” Rm 3.9b (Rm 3.23) 

B. BY GOD TO HIS FALLEN CREATION 

“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” Gn 18.25c (1Chr 16.33) – “but they will give account to him who is ready to 

judge the living and the dead.” 1Pt 4.5 (2Tim4.1) – “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts the whole earth is full of his glory!’  Is 6.3 

(Ps 111.9)   

2.  GOD DECLARES US TO BE JUST IN HIS SIGHT 

A. HE DECLARES THAT WE HAVE NO PENALTY TO PAY FOR PAST, PRESENT, OR FUTURE SIN. 

“Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, who sin is covered.  Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no 

iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.” Ps 32.1-2  (Rm 4.1-5.21, Ps 130.3-4) 

B. HE MUST DECLARE US NOT TO BE MERELY NEUTRAL (LIKE FIRST ADAM) BUT ACTUALLY 

RIGHTEOUS IN HIS SIGHT.                   

“And he (Abraham) believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.”  Gn 15.6  

“But the words it was counted to him were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also.  It will be counted to use who believe in 

him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.”  Rm 4.23-

25  (Rm 3.21-22, Is 61.10) 

How can we be declared as righteous? 



 

3. GOD DECLARES US TO BE JUST BECAUSE HE IMPUTES CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS TO US 

A. GOD THINKS OF CHRIST ’S RIGHTEOUSNESS AS BELONGING TO US. HE RECKONS IT TO OUR 

ACCOUNT.  

To one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness Rm 4.3 (Gal 2.16, Rm 

3.22) 

B. CONCEPT OF IMPUTING GUILT OR RIGHTEOUSNESS TO SOMEONE ELSE:  

1)   Adam’s sin imputed to us                             Rm 5.18-19, 1 Cor 15.22 
2)   Christ’s death, our sin’s imputed to him   1Pt 2.24, Gal 1.4 
3)   Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us     The great exchange 

“For our sake he (God) made him (Christ) to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”   

2Cor 5.21 – “Not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 

God that depends on faith.”  Phil 3.9  (Rm 3.21,1Cor 1.30) 

4. JUSTIFICATION COMES TO US BY GOD’S GRACE , THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST 

By Grace alone, not on account of any merit in ourselves. 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God.”  Eph 2.8  

God did not have any obligation to justify us,  this is a free gift to us. 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rm 6.23 – We are those who 

“received the free gift of righteousness.” Rm 5.17 

Faith is in the objective work Christ accomplished (life, death, resurrection, ascension). 

 Justification comes after saving faith (we are justified by the means of our faith). 

“So we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith.”  Gal 2.16b ( Rm 5.1, Phil 3.9) 

5. JUSTIFICATION AND GFC CORE VALUES 

A. FREEDOM AND TRUTH  

The removal of all guilt and sin and restoration of sinners to God - And Can it Be! Out of the Depths.  
A final and once for all pardon, not repeated -   It is finished!  Before the Throne of God 

B. DELIGHT 

Sing to Him and Share Him with others—In the Cross of Christ I Glory. Live for Him to His glory—Heavenly Father, Beautiful 
Son  

C. HUMILITY  

You are seen as righteousness by God  - Jesus thy Blood and Righteousness!  
God has done this for us -  Only Jesus, How Deep the Father’s Love 

 

“God will announce publicly to the world the verdict of not guilty on the last day,  
though this already stands for those who have been justified by the blood of Jesus.” 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #17: WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION? 

Q. What is sanctification? Why does it matter to me? 

A. Sanctification, as a doctrine, could be described as ‘becoming what you are’ and it’s all about growing in holiness. To understand 

that better, we’ll explain how the word is used in the Bible, what the doctrine is, and why it’s important to know! 

1. HOW IS THE WORD USED IN THE BIBLE? 

In common usage, ‘to sanctify’ means ‘to set apart to special use; especially used of priests or items in the temple. 

Lev 21 
 6 

They shall be holy to their God and not profane the name of their God. For they offer the LORD's food 

offerings, the bread of their God; therefore they shall be holy.
 7 

They shall not marry a prostitute or a woman who has 

been defiled, neither shall they marry a woman divorced from her husband, for the priest is holy to his God.
 8 

You shall 

sanctify him, for he offers the bread of your God. He shall be holy to you, for I, the LORD, who sanctify you, am holy. 

‘Sanctify’ is the verbal form of the word for ‘holy.’ To sanctify, then, means ‘to make holy.’ J.I. Packer says that if there was such a 

verb as ‘holify,’ then we wouldn’t need ‘sanctify.’ Likewise, if ‘sanct’ was a legitimate adjective it would mean about the same thing 

as ‘holy.’ To be sanctified carries the idea of becoming like God who is holy for the purpose of serving him. 

2. WHAT IS THE DOCTRINE OF SANCTIFICATION? 

The Bible speaks of sanctification in at least two ways and it is important to know the difference. The difference is largely with regard 

to time: it may refer (a) to our state as ‘sanctified’ (God has already set us apart for holy purposes), or, (b) to our growth in 

sanctification (that is, becoming more and more holy; conforming our actual lives to the purposes for which he has called us). 

A. HOW THE BIBLE GENERALLY SPEAKS OF BEING SANCTIFIED (TRUTH) 

When God saves sinners, he declares definitively why he has done so; namely, so that we might be set aside for his holy 

purposes and that our lives might reflect his holiness (Matt 5.14-16, 43-48; Acts 20.32; 2 Thess 2.13; Heb 10.10). 

John 17 
 17 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.
 18 

As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 

world.
 19 

And for their sake I [sanctify] myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.  

1Cor 6 
 9 

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the 

sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 
10 

nor thieves, nor the greedy, 

nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.
 11 

And such were some of you. But you were 

washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  

B. HOW SANCTIFICATION IS LIVED OUT  (HUMILITY) 

Our task as Christians is ‘to grow more and more in sanctification, just as [we] previously grew more and more in sin’ 

(Grudem). This doctrine is everywhere present even when the word ‘sanctification’ is absent.  

Rom 6 
 19 

I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your 

members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as 

slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. … 
 22 

But now that you have been set free from sin and have become 

slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. (cf. Rom 12.2; 2 Cor 3.18; Eph 4.11-15; 

Phil 1.9-11; 3.12-21; Col 1.9-12; 1 Pet 2.1-3; 1 Pet 1.14-16; 2 Pet 1.5-8) 



 

This growth in holiness will continue throughout this life… in other words, sin remains as long as we live (Matt 6.12; Jas 3.2; 

1 John 1.8). Our growth in holiness will continue until it is perfected at the consummation of all things (Eph 5.25-27; Heb 

12.23; 1 Jn 3.2-3). This is necessary, since nothing even partially impure may be in God’s presence. This means that our 

souls and bodies will be sanctified in that great day (see Rev 21.27; cf. 1 Cor 15.49; Phil 3.20-21). 

3. JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION: UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCE 

A. JUSTIFICATION 

- Legal change from guilt to innocence 

- Once for all time at conversion 

- Perfect in this life—manifested at judgement 

- Same degree in all Christians  

- Has to do with our standing 

 

B. SANCTIFICATION 

- Moral change of behaviour and attitudes 

- Continuous from conversion on 

- Progressive in this life—perfected at judgement 

- Differing degrees in Christians  

- Has to do with our state 

4. IT MATTERS: ENCOURAGEMENT  

A. YOU HAVE A PURPOSE: YOU WILL GIVE GLORY TO THE FATHER (TRUTH) 

Matt 5 
 16 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 

your Father who is in heaven.  

B. YOU WILL BE VICTORIOUS: ONE DAY YOU WILL BE LIKE CHRIST (DELIGHT) 

1John 3 
 1 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. … 
2 

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears 

we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.
 3 

And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is 

pure.  

C. YOU ARE NOT ALONE: THE SPIRIT IS THE ONE AT WORK IN YOU EVEN NOW (FREEDOM) 

1Thess 5 
 23 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body 

be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 24 

He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. (cf. Rom 

15.16; Gal 5.16; Eph.5.18; 2 Thess 2.13) 

5. APPLICATION  

A. TRUTH 

Isn’t it interesting that all the means of grace God has given us to grow in holiness are centred on the truth? Bible reading 

and meditation (Ps 1.2; 19.7-13; 2 Tim 3.16-17; etc.), obedience to biblical commands (1 Thess 4.3; Rom 6.19, 22), prayer 

(Ps 51.10; Eph 6.18; Jude 20), worship (Eph 5.18-20), and fellowship (Prov 13.20; Heb 10.24-25) are all based on truth. 

B. HUMILITY  

Even though I’m set apart by the Father and being indwelt actively conformed by the Spirit to the image of the Son, I’m still 

so far from perfect. How deeply rooted must my sin be! What great motivation to poverty of spirit! 

C. DELIGHT 

What God has started, God will finish. The holiness for which I long (to see, to experience, to be!) will be mine. 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #18: WILL I MAKE IT? 

Q. Will I make it as a Christian? Will God keep me, no matter what? Will I always feel like I’ll make it? 

A. Those who are truly born again will be kept by God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their lives; only those 

who persevere until the end have been truly born again. Christians will experience assurance, but in varying degrees. 

1. THE DOCTRINE OF PRESERVATION 

Those who are truly born again will be kept by the power of the Triune God. 

A. THE FATHER’S WILL AND THE SON’S  DOING (TRUTH) 

John 6 
 38 

For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.
 39 

And this is the 

will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day.
 40 

For 

this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I 

will raise him up on the last day."  

John 10 
 27 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.
 28 

I give them eternal life, and they will 

never [certainly not!] perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.
 29 

My Father, who has given them to me, is 

greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. (See also, Rom 8:29-30, 38-39.) 

B. THE HOLY SPIRIT’S JOB  (HUMILITY) 

Eph 1 
 13 

In [Jesus] you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 

sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,
 14 

who is the guarantee (down payment) of our inheritance until we acquire 

possession of it, to the praise of *the Father’s+ glory.  

2Cor 1 
 21 

And it is God (the Father) who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us,
 22 

and who has also put 

his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee (down payment.) (See also, 1 Pet 1.3-5.) 

2. THE DOCTRINE OF PERSEVERANCE 

Those who are truly Christians will persevere until the end of their lives. On the one hand (as above), Scripture views salvation as 

completed finally and fully by God, yet on the other hand, Christians are exhorted in Scriptures to keep themselves in the faith! 

Phil 2 
 12 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
 13 

for it is God who works in you, both to will and to 

work for his good pleasure. 

Heb 12 
 1 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and 

sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
 2 

looking to Jesus, the founder 

and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (See also 2 Tim 4.7-8; Jude 17-23.) 

3. FALLING FROM GRACE? 

Only those who persevere until the end have been truly saved. This is what Jesus taught (Matt 13.1-9; Jn 15.1-7) and the apostles 

believed. 



 

Col 1 
 21 

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds,
 22 

he has now reconciled in his body 

of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,
 23 

if indeed you 

continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard… 

1John 2 
 19 

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with 

us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. (See also, 2 Cor 11.15, 26; Gal 2.4.) 

4. WILL I ALWAYS FEEL  CERTAIN I’M A CHRISTIAN? 

Those who are truly born again will experience assurance of salvation, but in varying degrees throughout their Christian lives. 

A. SOME FEEL ASSURANCE WHO SHOULDN’T  (TRUTH) 

Matt 7 
21 

"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will 

of my Father who is in heaven.
 22 

On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and 

cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?'
 23 

And then will I declare to them, 'I never 

knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'  

B. CHRISTIANS SHOULD  FEEL ASSURANCE… BUT SOMETIMES DON’T  (HUMILITY) 

Rom 8 
 16 

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
 17 

and if children, then heirs—

heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.  

1John 4 
 13 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  

Sometimes because of sin or neglect of the means of grace we lose our assurance. Other times we don’t feel assurance 

simply because God has removed the ‘light of his countenance’ for reasons only he knows. The normative experience, 

however, for a Christian trusting in Christ and growing in grace is to have assurance in some sense. 

C. MEANS OF ATTAINING ASSURANCE 

1. Do I have a present trust in Jesus for salvation? 

2. Is there evidence of the Lord’s saving work in my 

life? 

 The fruit of the Spirit – Gal 5.22-23 

 Positive influence on my church – Matt 7.16 

 Rejoicing in sound doctrine – 1 Jn 2.23-24 

 Continuing vital relationship with Jesus – John 15 

 Love for fellows Christians – 1 Jn 2.10; Jas 2.17-18 

 Obedience to God’s word – 1 Jn 2.4-6 

3. Do I see a long term pattern of overall growth in my 

Christian life?

5. APPLICATION  

A. TRUTH 

You must not trust your feelings or your past experiences to 

know whether you are saved. Are you trusting Christ now? 

Are you repenting now? Are you pursuing him using his 

appointed means of grace now? 

B. HUMILITY  

Even after being saved by God by faith and not works 

(nothing to do with us), we must yet be guarded by him (1 Pet 

1.3-5). 

 

C. FREEDOM 

We have been freed from the sins of fear, worry, and anxiety. 

The work that he began is a work that he will complete (Phil 

1.6). None can steal us from the Good Shepherd’s care. 

 

D. DELIGHT 

The Triune God, three persons with one holy purpose, has 

loved me and purposes to keep me. I will endure because he 

will keep me. 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #19: WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT? 

The Holy Spirit is the third member of the tri-une Godhead, fully God yet a distinct Person, who is integral in the starting, sustaining 

and finishing of our walk with God. 

1. HIS NAME 

In the Old Testament, he is usually referred to as “Spirit” without qualification (Num. 11:25) or simply as “the Spirit of God” (Gen 

1:2) and “the Spirit of the Lord” (Judg. 3:10).  

In the New Testament, he is called” the Spirit of God” (Matt. 3:16), “the Spirit of your Father” (Matt. 10:20), “the Spirit of Christ” 

(Rom. 8:9), “the eternal Spirit” (Heb. 9:14), “the Spirit of truth” (John 14:17), and the “Counsellor” / “Comforter” (John 14:16). 

2. HIS PERSONHOOD 

It is incorrect to think of the Holy Spirit as some kind of impersonal force and to speak of him as an “it.” He is a Person. He is an 

intelligent, voluntary, living being, with understanding and will. 

A. THE BIBLE USES PERSONAL PRONOUNS TO REFER TO HIM 

Acts 13:2 – While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and 

Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 

B. THE BIBLE DESCRIBES HIM AS HAVING PERSONAL PROPERTIES 

1 Corinthians 12:11 – All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually 

as he wills. 

John 14:16-17 – And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit 

of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 

with you and will be in you. (Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the Helper. Not merely Help but the Helper.) 

C. THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF HIS PERSONAL ACTIVITIES 

Revelation 2:7 – He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  

Romans 15:30 – I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with 

me in your prayers to God on my behalf…  

3. HIS DEITY 

We have already studied the Tri-unity of God: God is three persons; each Person is fully God; there is one God. The third member of 

the Tri-une Godhead is the Holy Spirit. He is as much God as are the Father and the Son (Jesus). 

 

 



 

A. THE HOLY SPIRIT POSSESSES DIVINE ATTRIBUTES…  

IV. ETERNALITY  

Hebrews 9:14 – … how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 

blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

V. OMNIPRESENCE 

Psalm 139:7-10 – Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, 

you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 

VI. OMNISCIENCE 

1 Corinthians 2:10-11 – These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, 

even the depths of God.  For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also 

no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 

B. THE HOLY SPIRIT DOES DIVINE WORK…  

I. CREATION 

He was active in creation with the Father (“And God said...”) and Son (“all things were created through Him”). 

Genesis 1:1-2 – In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

II. INCARNATION 

Matthew 1:18 – Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to 

Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  

Luke 1:35 – And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.” 

III. INTERCESSION 

Romans 8:26-27 – Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but 

the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the 

mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

C. THE HOLY SPIRIT RECEIVES DIVINE DESIGNAT IONS…  

Acts 5:1-4 – But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, and with his wife's 

knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' 



 

feet. But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself 

part of the proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it 

not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 

D. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS IN DIVINE COMPANY…  

Matt 28:19 – Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit…  

2 Corinthians 13:14 – The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

4. HIS ROLE 

A. IN OUR SALVATION…  

I. REGENERATION 

John 3:5-8 – Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel 

that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

II. BAPTISM / SEALING 

1 Corinthians 12:13 – For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all 

were made to drink of one Spirit.  

Ephesians 4: 30 – And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 

B. IN OUR SANCTIFICATION…  

I. MORTIFICATION 

Romans 8:12-13 – So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you live 

according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

C. IN OUR DAILY LIFE…  

I. LEADING 

Romans 6:14 – For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  

Galatians 5:25 – If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 

 



 

II. FILLING 

Ephesians 5:18 – And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit…  

III. ASSURANCE 

Romans 8:15-17 – For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 

adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in 

order that we may also be glorified with him. 

5. APPLICATION  

A. HUMILITY 

Paul wrote the Corinthians, “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, 

and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14).  This explains why all 

people reject the Gospel until God’s Spirit causes them to live. Without the Holy Spirit, no one would “become” a Christian. 

Not only that, but since the Holy Spirit is a Person, He can be offended, even grieved (Ephesians 4:30). How often do we 

consider the collateral damage of our sin against a brother or sister?  

Moreover, the fact we need Someone to teach us, lead us, fill us, help us, give us words to speak, etc is further proof of how 

profoundly needy we are!  All of this ought to deeply (and happily) humble us. 

B. FREEDOM 

Any New Testament passage that speaks of our freedom in Christ includes our dependence upon the Holy Spirit. We are 

free to depend! And in that dependence we discover true freedom. Any notion of freedom apart from being led by the 

Spirit is nonsense. 

C. DELIGHT 

The Spirit is the direct agent of communication between the Christian and God. There is no delight apart from the Holy 

Spirit and He is divinely suitable for this role. Any joy we feel is a direct result of the Spirit, who dwells in us, making us to 

feel that joy. We can be sure that we are “connecting” with God because of the indwelling Spirit and His desire to glorify 

Christ and the Father. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #20: WHAT IS THE CHURCH? 

Q. What is the church?  

A. The church is the community of all true believers for all time. 

Text: “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her” (Eph 5:25). 

Inference: The church describes those Christ came to redeem. (Hence, all believers for all time) 

1. THE CHURCH AS GOD’S ASSEMBLY: THE CHURCH ABOVE AND THE CHURCH BELOW 

 The Greek word for church (ekklesia) literally means “assembly” or “people who had come together.” 

A. ASSEMBLY (CHURCH) IN THE OT 

Ekklesia (or its verb form) is used to describe non-religious and religious gatherings (“I hate the assembly of evildoers” – Ps. 

26:5; and “Assemble the people before me to hear my words” – Deut 4:10)  

To be a people a member of the people of God was to stand with the great assembly before the Lord. It was a privilege . . . 

however, Israel did fail, but the prophets proclaimed a new and great assembly of the people of God. (Kirk Wellum) 

B. CHURCH (ASSEMBLY) IN THE NT 

Most often refers to a local assembly of Christians (1 Thes 1:1; Gal 1:2). Also refers to the heavenly eschatological gathering 

(“he might present the church to himself in splendor without spot” - Eph 5:23-24, 27; “to the church of the firstborn who 

are enrolled in heaven” Heb 12:22-24).  

 “Local churches should see themselves as the outcropping of heaven . . . colonies of the New Jerusalem providing on earth a 

corporate and visible expression of the glorious freedom of God.” (D.A. Carson) 

C. IMPLICATIONS FOR US 

 Church is for believers (WORSHIP in TRUTH; Jn 4:24; 1 Tim 3:24).  

 There is only one church (UNITY; cf Jn 10:16; 17:21, 23).   

 The church exists on earth in anticipation of what is to come (PILGRIM SPIRIT).  

 The authentic gathering of the church is a for-taste of the life to come (DELIGHT in WORSHIP; Rev 4-5).  

2. MARKS OF THE CHURCH 

There are true churches and false churches. The Reformers grappled with the question: How do we recognize a true church? They 

(inc. Calvin and Luther) argued that there are three things: 1) Right preaching of the Word (Gal 1:6-9); 2) Right administration of the 

ordinances (Mt 28:18-20; 26:26-29; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:14-23; and 1 Cor 11: 17-34); and 3) Church discipline (Mt 18:15-20; 1 Tim 

5:20; 2 Tim 4:2; *public and personal church discipline ought to be part of the normal, ongoing ministry of the church). Though the 

Reformers marked true signs of the church, what is most telling for our understanding of the church are the metaphors presented in 

the Word. 

 



 

3. THE METAPHORS FOR THE CHURCH 

Some metaphors used to describe the church are the following: the family of God (Mt 12:49-50), the bride of Christ (Eph 5:32), a 

field of crops (1 Cor 3:6-9), a God’s temple (1 Pet 2:5); God’s house (Heb 3:6), the pillar and buttress of truth (1 Tim 3:15), the body 

of Christ (1 Cor 12:16-17), the New Covenant community as empowered by the Spirit (Heb 9:15; 10:14-22; Acts 2:14-41; Jer 33:31-33 

and Ez 36:25-27), and the new humanity (Eph 2:11-22).  

A most foundational understanding of the church is found in the picture of the church as the New Covenant community empowered 

by the Spirit. The church as “the New Covenant community as empowered by the Spirit” cannot not be rightly understood nor 

properly appreciated apart from OT backgrounds. 

There are two kinds of Covenants in the Bible: 1) Grant Covenants (unconditional promise); and 2) Bilateral Covenants (conditional). 

God establishes all of his Covenants with people so that He may be their God and they may be his people (Lev 26:12).  

A. THE NEW COVENANT PROMISED 

In the prophets, a New Covenant is promised, which is an unconditional promise (Ez. 36:22-37:14; Jer 31:27-34; Joel 2:28-

32; and scattered throughout Isa 40-66). The New Covenant has different structures than the Old Covenant. The Old 

Covenant was racial and tribal. This is not so in the New –  let us look at Jeremiah 31:27-34! 

B. A BRIEF SURVEY OF THE COVENANTS IN THE OT 

Edenic Covt (Gen 2-3)→Noahic Covt (Gen 8-9) →Abrahamic Covt (Gen 12,15,17,22)→Mosaic Covt (Deut 6-11) 

 →Davidic Covt (2 Sam 7)→New Covenant (Ez. 36:22-37:14; Jer 31:27-34; Joel 2:28-32; and Isa 40-66) 

C. OT COMMUNITY = A MIXED CHURCH VS. NT COMMUNITY = A BELIEVER’S CHURCH 

Jer 31 
 33 

But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel… I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
 34 

And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his 

brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD . . . 

4. PURPOSES OF THE CHURCH 

A. MINISTRY TO GOD: WORSHIP          (DELIGHT) 

Eph 1 
 12 

so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

B. MINISTRY TO BELIEVERS (BELOW): NUTURE            (TRUTH) 

Eph 4 
 12 

to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
 13 

until we all attain to the unity of the faith 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 

C. MINISTRY TO THE WORLD (BELOW): EVANGELISM       (HUMILITY) 

Matt 28 
 19 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations . . .  

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #21: WHAT IS BAPTISM? 

‘Christian baptism … is a sign from God that signifies inward cleansing and remission of sins (Acts 22:16; 1 Cor 6:11; Eph 5:25–27), 

Spirit-wrought regeneration and new life (Titus 3:5), and the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit as God’s seal testifying and 

guaranteeing that one will be kept safe in Christ forever (1 Cor 12:13; Eph 1:13–14). Baptism carries these meanings because first 

and fundamentally it signifies union with Christ in his death, burial, and resurrection (Rom 6:3–7; Col 2:11–12); and this union with 

Christ is the source of every element in our salvation (1 John 5:11–12).’ – J.I. Packer, Concise Theology, 212. 

1. WHERE DO WE GET THE WORD? 

Baptizō – to put under water as an initiatory rite for the 

purpose of renewing or establishing a relationship with God; 

to wash ceremonially; to plunge, dip.  

Gal 3 
 27 

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ. (cf. all references in Acts; Rom 6.3; 1 

Cor 1.13-16) 

Baptō – to dip something in a liquid. 

John 13 
 26 

Jesus answered, "It is he to whom I will give 

this morsel of bread when I have dipped it." So when he 

had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of 

Simon Iscariot. (See also Lk 16.24) 

Baptisma – ceremonious use of water for purpose of 

renewing or establishing relationship with God; plunging; 

dipping.  

Eph 4 
 4 

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you 

were called to the one hope that belongs to your call—
5 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
 6 

one God and Father 

of all, who is over all and through all and in all. (See also 

Rom 6.4; 1 Pet 3.21) 

Baptismos – washing; cleansing; plunging experience. 

Col 2 
 12 

having been buried with him in baptism, in 

which you were also raised with him through faith in the 

powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 

All that complicated jargon to simply say this: the meaning of the words used for ‘baptise’ and ‘baptism’ in the New Testament 

militate against two false notions with regard to baptism: 

1. That baptism can function as a precursor to faith. Baptism is clearly an initiatory rite with regard to the beginning of one’s 

relationship to God. 

2. That baptism can be by sprinkling, pouring, or any means other than plunging. The words used by the New Testament 

authors clearly indicate that a dipping or plunging is in view. 

2. THE OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND 

It has often been argued that baptism is the New Covenant version of circumcision. This is simply not the case.  

It must be noted that in the OT circumcision was a symbol of an inward cleansing and renewal of heart (Deut 10.16; Jer 4.4; Ezek 

44.7). This symbolic force is brought into the NT in places like Phil 3.3 where the Gentile Christians are called ‘the true circumcision’ 

since they worship in the Spirit. A key text here is Col 2.11-14. 

 11 
In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by 

the circumcision of Christ,
 12 

having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through 

faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 
13 

And you, who were dead in your trespasses 

and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,
 14 

by 

cancelling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 



 

In baptism, Christians declare their ultimate union with Christ. Christians are those who are buried with Christ in baptism and also 

raised with him through faith. Thus regeneration—the inward circumcision which is made without hands—is the NT fulfilment of OT 

circumcision of the flesh. 

Gal 5 
 2 

Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage to you. 

Again, if baptism were the new covenant fulfilment of circumcision, the letter to the Galatians would have been much shorter. When 

convinced that they needed to be circumcised to be in the covenant all Paul would have needed to say is this: ‘You don’t need to be 

circumcised anymore because we have been baptized.’ Instead, Paul insists with the strongest language that the true heirs of 

Abraham do not inherit the promise through family connections or works at all. Rather, the promised blessing is received by those 

who receive the Spirit by faith. 

3. IN THE NEW TESTAMENT STORY 

From the beginning of the apostles’ preaching, baptism is associated with repentance and conversion. 

A. BELIEVERS WERE BAPTIZED 

Acts 2 
 38 

And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit…. 
 41 

So those who received his word were 

baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.  

Acts 8 
 12 

But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 

Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  

Acts 10 
 47 

"Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 

have?" 

B. ONLY BELIEVERS WERE BAPTIZED 

Even the ‘household baptisms’ testify to this reality when we read the text closely. 

Acts 16 
29 

And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas.
 30 

Then he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"
 31 

And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, 

and you will be saved, you and your household."
 32 

And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were 

in his house.
 33 

And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, 

he and all his family.
 34 

Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with 

his entire household that he had believed in God. 

Acts 18 
 8 

Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And many of 

the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. 

4. WHAT DOES BAPTISM SYMBOLIZE? 

A. THE WASHING AWAY OF SINS 

Acts 22 
 16 

And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name. 

B. UNION WITH CHRIST IN HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION 



 

Rom 6 
 3 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
 4 

We 

were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

C. PASSING THROUGH (THE WATERS OF) JUDGEMENT SAFEULY 

1Pet 3 
20 

because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 

being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.
 21 

Baptism, which 

corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ… 

5. WHAT DOES IT HAVE TO DO WITH OUR CORE VALUES? 

A. TRUTH 

Baptism, ultimately, is a celebration of truth. It gloriously pictures the truth of the gospel: by faith I must be unified with 

Christ so that his death to sin is my death to sin and his life to God becomes my life to God. It is a picture of the cleansing, 

renewal, forgiveness, and newness of life that we all so desperately need. Baptism is always tied up with the teaching of 

truth and the making of disciples (Matt 28.19-20). 

B. HUMILITY 

Being baptized requires humility. It means giving public testimony. It means acknowledging you hopelessness, your 

sinfulness and your need of a Saviour before all people. Sometimes it means leaving behind cultural and family traditions 

and allegiances. These all require humility, but the Lord gives grace to the humble. 

C. DELIGHT 

Baptism itself is a means of grace. In baptism, ‘there is the blessing of God’s favor that comes with all obedience, as well as 

the joy that comes through the public profession of one’s faith, and the reassurance of having a clear physical picture of 

dying and rising with Christ and of washing away sins. Certainly the Lord gave us baptism to strengthen and encourage our 

faith—and it should do so for everyone who is baptized and for every believer who witnesses a baptism’ (Grudem, 

Systematic Theology, 980-981). So baptism gives the baptized one and all the witnesses reason to delight in God. 

For further study: 

- Thomas Schreiner and Shawn Wright, eds., Believer's Baptism: Sign of the New Covenant in Christ (NAC Studies in Bible & 

Theology).  

- Everett Ferguson, Baptism in the Early Church: History, Theology, and Liturgy in the First Five Centuries. 

- F.M. Buhler, Baptism: Three Aspects—Archaeological, Historical, Biblical. 

 

 

 

 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 



 

QUESTION #22: WHAT IS THE LORD’S SUPPER? 

The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance of remembrance for the church, full of imagery of the deliverance God has wrought for his people.  

1. THE OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND: THE PASSOVER 

Matthew (26.2), Mark (14.1-2), and Luke (22.1) are all careful to draw a connection between the last supper of Christ (the institution 

of the Lord’s Supper). So it would be wise of us to ask… 

A. WHAT WAS THE PASSOVER? 

A meal of consequence…  

Exod 12 
 2 

"This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. … 
 14 

This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, 

as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 

A meal of covenant, distinguishing Israel as the people of God from the Egyptians. 

Exod 12 
 23 

For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the 

two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. 

A meal of celebration as God’s people were delivered. 

B. WHAT WAS THE RESULT OF THE PASSOVER? 

The people who participated were freed from slavery…  

Exod 12 
51 

And on that very day the LORD brought the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their hosts.  

A pattern set…  

Exod 24 
 9 

Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up,
 10 

and they saw the 

God of Israel. … they beheld God, and ate and drank.  

God is re-establishing fellowship…  

Gen 3 
 22 

Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. … therefore 

the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden ….
 24 

He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of 

Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.  

C. THE FEAST TO COME…  

Isa 25 
 6 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of 

rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. … 
 8 

He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe 

away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 

spoken. (Cf. Zech 14.16) 

2. THE REALITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 



 

A. JESUS IS THE TRUE PASSOVER LAMB 

1Cor 5 
 6 

Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?
 7 

Cleanse out the old 

leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.
 

1Pet 1 
 18 

…knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable 

things such as silver or gold,
 19 

but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

B. A NEW  COVENANTAL MEAL 

This is the meal of the new covenant (Luke 22.20), designed to cause us to remember the salvation of God in this covenant.  

1Cor 11 
 25 

"This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."
 26 

For 

as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

C. A CELEBRATION OF JUDGEMENT AND MERCY 

Just as God’s mercy to Israel meant the death of a sacrificial lamb, so God’s mercy to us comes by the judgement of Jesus. 

D. A CELEBRATION OF ABSENCE AND PRESENCE 

By proclaiming the Lord’s death ‘until he comes’ we’re acknowledging that he is at once ‘present’ with his people in the 

church and yet distinctly ‘absent’ in that we await the fulfilment of restoration of fellowship. 

E. A CELEBRATION OF FULFILMENT TO COME 

God’s goal aim has been the same from Eden to the New Jerusalem: to bring his people into fellowship with himself.  

Rev 19 
 9 

And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb." And he said to me, "These are the true words of God." 

3. WHAT IT ALL MEANS TO US 

1. The reality of Christ’s death 

2. Our covenantal union with Christ 

3. Spiritual nourishment 

4. Unity of Christians 

5. An affirmation of Christ’s love for me 

6. An affirmation that the blessings of salvation are mine 

7. I affirm my faith in him 

4. APPLICATION: CORE VALUES 

A. TRUTH 

Here is truth: Christ’s death applied to me is enough. 

Jesus loved me and gave himself for me; that is our hope. 

B. HUMILITY 

Not only do I need the death of a substitute on my 

behalf, but I need to be constantly reminded of my need. 

 

C. DELIGHT 

One of the functions of the Lord’s Supper is to cast our 

eyes forward to the wedding supper of the Lamb. On that 

day all God’s purposes for his people (me!) through 

history will be fulfilled when I am with him in true 

fellowship.  

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #23: WHERE DO I FIT IN THE CHURCH? 

Where you fit in the church and why you’re there is a direct result of the Spirit’s sovereign gifting. How do we find that answer? 

1. THE CHURCH AS A BODY 

A. YOU ARE A MEMBER… SO  ACT LIKE ONE! 

Before we think about where individuals fit in the church we need to understand how the NT authors view the church and 

the purpose of the individual members. 

1Cor 12
 12 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 

body, so it is with Christ.
 13 

For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and 

all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
 14 

For the body does not consist of one member but of many.
 15 

If the foot should 

say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body.
 16 

And 

if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of 

the body.
 17 

If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, 

where would be the sense of smell?
 18 

But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 

chose.
 19 

If all were a single member, where would the body be?
 20 

As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.  

How can you expect to have meaningful ministry to the rest of the body if you are not attached? 

B. GIFTS ARE FOR THE GOOD OF ALL 

Here is a point that we will repeat a lot… because the NT authors repeat it a lot. It is foundational! 

1Cor 12 
 7 

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  

1Pet 4 
 10 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace… (See also, 

Eph 4.12) 

2. THE GIFTS AS A BLESSING 

A. SOME OF THE GIFTS ARE…  

1 Cor 12.28 

1. Apostle 

2. Prophet 

3. Teacher 

4. Miracles 

5. Kinds of healings 

6. Helps 

7. Administration 

8. Tongues 

1 Cor 12.8-10 

9. Word of wisdom 

10. Word of knowledge 

11. Faith 

(5)  Gifts of healing 

(4)  Miracles 

(2)  Prophecy 

12. Distinguishing between spirits 

(8)  Tongues 

13. Interpretation of tongues 

Ephesians 4.11 

(1)  Apostle 

(2) Prophet 

14. Evangelist 

15. Pastor-teacher 

Romans 12.6-8 

(2)  Prophecy 

16. Serving 

(3)  Teaching 

17. Encouraging 

18. Contributing 

19. Leadership 

20. Mercy 

1 Cor 7.7 

21. Marriage 

22. Celibacy 

1 Peter 4.11 

23. Whoever speaks (covers several) 

24. Whoever serves (covers several) 



 

B. WHATEVER THE GIFT, LOVE IS ‘THE RULE’  

1Cor 13 
 1 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

 

C. A GIFT IS A GIFT IS A GIFT IS A GIFT 

Sometimes we think of our gifts as either ‘natural’ or ‘spiritual’. That’s profoundly unhelpful, since all are given by the Spirit. 

1Cor 4 
 7 

For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, 

why do you boast as if you did not receive it?  

D. THE GREATEST OF ALL GIFTS 

In 1 Cor 12.31, Paul says we should ‘earnestly desire the higher *greater+ gifts.’ How is ‘greatness’ defined? 

1Cor 14 
 5 

Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than 

the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be built up.  

3. WHERE DO I FIT IN THE CHURCH? 

A. KNOW YOUR GOD 

The Scriptures say that gifts are to be exercised according to the amount of faith we possess (Rom 12.6), that we are to 

practice the gifts we’ve been given (1 Tim 4.14) so as not to let them die out (2 Tim 1.6). The more we come to know our 

God and use our gifts, the more we will grow in them. That being said, the Spirit remains sovereign over the distribution of 

gifts in ways we cannot explain (1 Cor 12.11, 18). 

B. KNOW YOUR GIFTS… AND  KNOW YOUR CHURCH 

If you have ever moved, you know that you won’t fit in one church in the same way you would in another. Each church 

body has different needs and the Spirit equips members of that body to minister to the rest of the body. If you see a need, 

maybe God is gifting you to meet that need. Talk to your elders and try to serve. You never know how the Lord will bless! 

4. APPLICATION: CORE VALUES 

A. TRUTH 

All believers are equipped by the Spirit for ministry in the 

church to other believers. Every one of us will be called 

to account for how we have used our gifts. Have I used 

mine or buried them? 

B. HUMILITY 

I don’t choose my gifts, God does. This means that I must 

recognize my need for the ministry of other Christians. It 

also means that I should rejoice when I see God working 

through other Christians through things I could never do. 

I must take the gifts I have been given and use them with 

zeal for the sake of others! 

 

C. AUTHORITY 

Since all gifts are given to the church, they must be 

exercised under the oversight and authority of the elders. 

Also, since the Bible is our final authority, no gift may 

supplant—or even supplement—the words of Scripture. 

D. FREEDOM / DELIGHT 

I can finally be who God has called me to be. I don’t need 

to be everything to everyone in the church. I just need to 

use the gifts that God has given and be the person he has 

created me to be, employing the gifts he’s given me for 

his glory and for the good of his people. 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #24: WHAT WILL HAPPEN AT THE END OF TIME? 

On the last day, Jesus will return in his body as all humanity watches. He will then judge the living and the dead. 

1. WHY SHOULD WE STUDY THIS? 

Rev 1 
 3 

Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who 

keep what is written in it, for the time is near.  

2. JESUS IS COMING BACK 

1Thess 4 
 16 

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and 

with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

Jas 5 
 7 

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 

the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 

Mark 13 
 24 

"But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,
 25 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
 26 

And then they will see the 

Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.
 27 

And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect 

from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. (See also, Heb 9.28; 1 Jn 3.2.) 

A. IT WILL BE A BODILY RETURN 

John 14 
 1 

"Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.
 2 

In my Father's house are many rooms. 

If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?
 3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 

Acts 1 
 10 

And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes,
 11 

and 

said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."  

B. IT WILL BE A CREATION-WIDE, VISIBLE RETURN 

Rev 1 
 7 

Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of 

the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.  

Matt 24 
 29 

"Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 

light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
 30 

Then will appear in heaven 

the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming 

on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
 31 

And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and 

they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  

 

 



 

C. IT WILL BE A SURPRISE RETURN 

Matt 24 
 36 

"But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son,  but the 

Father only.
 37 

As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
 38 

For as in those days before the 

flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark,
 39 

and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
 40 

Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left.
 41 

Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be 

taken and one left.
 42 

Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
 43 

But know this, 

that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 

awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
 44 

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an hour you do not expect.  

D. IT WILL BE A PREDICTABLE RETURN 

Some predictions / interpretations are just plain wrong.  

Mark 13 
 5 

And Jesus began to say to them, "See that no one leads you astray.
 6 

Many will come in my name, saying, 'I 

am he!' and they will lead many astray.
 7 

And when you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed. This 

must take place, but the end is not yet. 
 8 

For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will 

be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains. 

Political upheaval and “natural disasters” are the norm for the age between Jesus’ ascension and return. Far from 

indicating His return is about to occur, they are a testimony that life is going on as normal. Some of the signs of the 

end are a sign the end is not yet. 

Not all the signs of the end can be quantitatively measured.  

Mark 13 
 10 

And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. 

How can any man know for sure when this has taken place? We can only measure these things to a certain level. 

 Time does not function the same way with God as it does with us. 

2Pet 3 
 8 

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 

years as one day.
 9 

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 

wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
 10 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 

and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the 

earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 
 11 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 

people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness,
 12 

waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 

because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!
 13 

But 

according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  

 There does appear to be a growing persecution of the church prior to Jesus’ return. 

Mark 13 
 20 

And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, 

whom he chose, he shortened the days. 

  Many of the prophetic passages intimate this growing tribulation which precedes Christ’s return. 



 

 The Lord will perform a unique saving work among those Jews living immediately prior to Jesus’ return.  

Rom 11 
 25 

Lest you be wise in your own conceits, I want you to understand this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening 

has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.
 26 

And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is 

written, "The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob"; 
 27 

"and this will be my covenant 

with them when I take away their sins."  

3. THE PLACE OF CHRIST’S RETURN IN THE CHRISTIAN’S LIFE TODAY

A. WAIT 

1Pet 4 
 13 

But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 

revealed. 

B. ANTICIPATE 

Rev 22 
 20 

He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  

C. WORK HARD 

Titus 2 
 11 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,
 12 

training us to renounce ungodliness 

and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age,
 13 

waiting for our blessed 

hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ,
 14 

who gave himself for us to redeem us 

from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.  

4. WHAT ABOUT THE MILLENNIUM? 

The discussion of the millennium (literally, ‘the thousand years’) originates from the Revelation 20. 

Rev 20 
 1 

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great 

chain.
 2 

And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 

years,
 3 

and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any 

longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while….  
 7 

And when the 

thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison
 8 

and will come out to deceive the nations that are 

at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 

There are four basic views on the millennium that have had prominence through the history of the church. 

A. POSTMILLENNIALISM 

This view says that through the binding of Satan, there will be a gradual increase in the growth of the church and spread of 

the gospel where more and more people will become Christians.  The influence of more believers will change society so 

that it will function as God intended gradually ushering in an age of peace and righteousness, in other words – the 

millennium, which is not necessarily a literal one thousand years.  Christ will then return “post”, or after, the millennium. 

 

 



 

B. AMILLENNIALISM 

This view is the simplest and says that Christ’s reign is a heavenly one and the millennium is equivalent to the church age 

currently going on, without reference to a literal thousand years. During this already/not yet age of Christ’s Kingdom, 

Satan’s binding will reduce his influence over the nations so that the gospel is preached to the whole world.  Near the end 

of this time, the affliction and persecution of Christians will increase sharply until Christ returns and judges believers and 

unbelievers at once. 

C. CLASSIC / HISTORIC PREMILLENIALISM 

Although there are slight variations to this view, it basically states that Christ will come back ‘pre,’ or before, the 

millennium.  The church age will go through the tribulation period.  At the end of the tribulation, Satan will be bound, and 

Christ will come back to establish his kingdom on earth for the millennium, a literal thousand years (although some do not 

hold it is literal).  The resurrected believers will reign with the resurrected Christ physically on earth during this time.  

Unbelievers will also be on earth at this time and most will become believers and be saved.  At the end of the millennium, 

Satan is loosed and Christ decisively defeats him and his remaining followers.  Then the unbelievers from all times will be 

judged, and the believers will enter into the eternal state. 

D. DISPENSATIONAL PREMILLENNIALISM 

This more recent view states that Christ will secretly return for believers before the suffering of the tribulation period (the 

‘rapture’).  During the tribulation, the Jewish people will be left to go through it and will be ultimately converted.  Jesus will 

then return for a third time after the tribulation with his saints to rule the earth for one thousand years. Unbelievers will 

also be on earth at this time and most will become believers and be saved.  At the end of the millennium, Satan is loosed 

and Christ decisively defeats him and his remaining followers.  Then the unbelievers from all times will be judged, and the 

believers will enter into the eternal state. 

E. WHO BELIEVES WHAT? 

 Augustine, BB Warfield, and many others during the great revivals of the past have held to postmillennialism 

 Louis Berkhof, John Calvin, and many other Reformers have held to amillennialism  

 Don Carson, Wayne Grudem, Al Mohler, and many others hold to classic / historic premillennialism 

 John MacArthur, Hal Lindsey, Tim LaHaye and others are dispensational premilliennialists 

5. WHAT DOES GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH TEACH? 

From the GFC Statement of Faith: 

10. God, in His eternal purpose, has also appointed a day of judgment; a day in which He will judge all mankind in 

righteousness by Jesus Christ. Every human who has ever lived will appear before Christ to give an account of their 

life and to receive either everlasting life in the presence of God, or everlasting torment in hell. 

Notice that a believer can agree to GFC’s Statement of Faith and become a member of GFC without making a declaration about what 

they believe about the millennium. This is a controversial issue among many evangelicals, but it is a ‘third order issue’. That is, 

Christians can remain in the same church and disagree over the matter. Our Statement of Faith declares only that which is a matter 

of fact from Scripture and is necessary to our unity as a church. 

 

 

 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #25: WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I DIE? 

Q. What happens when I die? 

A. When a Christian dies, their soul goes home; home to their Saviour, to their believing loved ones who have gone before.  They are 

in the presence of the most glorious, loving, merciful Father and united with Him and all other believers who have passed on, and 

finally free of all sin, sickness and frailty.  When unbelievers die, they immediately enter fearful, eternal punishment. 

1. WHY DO CHRISTIANS DIE? 

A. DEATH IS NOT PUNISHMENT FOR CHRISTIANS, BUT A RESULT OF LIVING IN A FALLEN WORLD 

Death is part of God's punishing for sins, so if that were it's only function, Christians would never die.  But death is also a 

result of living in a fallen world, and is the last aspect of that world to be removed. 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Rom 8:1)  

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. (2 Cor 15:26) 

B. GOD USES DEATH TO COMPLETE OUR SANCTIFICATION AND OUR UNION WITH CHRIST 

The aging, weakness and sometimes sickness leading up to death is par t of the discipline that God allows us to go through 

that we might become more like Christ.  Our union with Christ includes our experiencing death, as he also died.   By valuing 

obedience more than preserving our lives, we honour the Lord. 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 

purpose. (Rom 8:28) 

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish ... that I may know him and the power of 

his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may 

attain the resurrection from the dead..  (Phil 3:8b,10-11) 

And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their 

lives even unto death. (Rev 12:11) 

2. HOW SHOULD WE THINK OF OUR OWN DEATH AND OTHERS? 

A. OUR OWN DEATH SHOULD NOT BRING FEAR BUT JOY 

We are going home to be with Christ.  And our lack of fear is a clear testimony in an age that tries to avoid talking about 

death and has no answer for it. 

Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.   (2 Cor 5:8) 

I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. (Phil 1:23) 

 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 

“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labours, for their deeds follow them!” (Rev 14:13) 

B. THE DEATH OF OTHER CHRISTIANS BRINGS SORROW BUT ALSO HOPE AND JOY 



 

It is not wrong to express real sorrow at the temporary loss of fellowship with loved ones who have died, and sorrow for 

the suffering they may have gone through prior to death.   

Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him.  (Acts 8:2) 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others 

do who have no hope. (1 Thess 4:13) 

Our mourning should be mixed with worship of God, thanksgiving for the life of the loved one, and hope and joy in that 

they have gone to be with the Lord. 

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 

fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming 

of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 

command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 

first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 

air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words. (1 Thess 4:14-18) 

C. DEATH OF UNBELIEVERS BRINGS SORROW 

There is no hope for those who die unbelieving, but we also often do not have absolute certainty that a person persisted in 

their unbelief.  Perhaps in their dying times, God brought back to mind previously heard words of Scripture that may have 

brought the person to genuine repentance and faith.   We can speak in thankfulness for the good qualities that we have 

been encouraged by in the person who has died. 

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— that I have 

great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ 

for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. (Rom 9:1-3) 

“You daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you luxuriously in scarlet, who put ornaments of gold on your 

apparel.” (2 Sam 1:24) 

3. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I DIE? 

A. SOULS OF BELIEVERS GO IMMEDIATELY INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 

We temporarily cease bodily life and have the separation of the soul from the body, with the soul immediately in God's 

presence.  Neither “purgatory” nor “soul sleep” are taught in the Bible.  One day our souls and resurrected and glorified 

bodies will be reunited. 

Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. (2 Cor 5:8) 

Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those 

who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. (John 

5:28-29) 

B. SOULS OF UNBELIEVERS GO IMMEDIATELY INTO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT 

The souls of unbelievers go into unending, conscious punishment and are not annihilated.  One day their souls and 

resurrected bodies will be reunited, and the final judgment rendered that casts them into the lake of fire.   

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels. (Matt 25:41) 



 

26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #26: WHAT WILL THE ‘AFTER-LIFE’ BE LIKE? 

Q. Is ‘heaven’ really our future? What will it be like? Won’t I get bored?  A. Yes and no. Great! No. Here’s why…  

1.THE FUTURE OF CHRISTIANS IS LIVING ETERNALLY WITH GOD IN THE NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH 

More than just ‘heaven’ (a spiritual ideal), we are promised a kingdom—the new heavens and the new earth.  

Isa 65 
 17 

"For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be remembered or come 

into mind. (cf. Isa 66.22) 

Matt 25 
 34 

Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  

Rev 21 
 1 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 

sea was no more.
 2 

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

adorned for her husband. (cf. 2 Pet 2.13) 

A. HEAVEN IS A PLACE, NOT A STATE OF MIND 

What is heaven? In short, it is the place where God dwells. It is the place where God most fully makes known his presence 

so as to bless (Isa 66.1; Matt 6.9; 1 Pet 3.22). 

John 14 
 2 

In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 

for you? 

Acts 1 
 9 

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 

their sight.
 10 

And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes,
 11 

and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." (cf. 1 Pet 3.22) 

B. THE PHYSICAL CREATION WILL BE RENEWED AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST AND ACT IN IT 

The physical creation is not bad (Gen 1.31)! It has been subject to futility because of our sin, but will be re-created. 

Rom 8 
 19 

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.
 20 

For the creation was 

subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope
 21 

that the creation itself will be set 

free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. (cf. 2 Pet 3.13; Rev 21.1) 

This renewal will involve some severe purging and re-creation. 

2Pet 3 
 10 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 

heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. (cf. 

Heb 12.26-27; Rev 20.11) 

The new creation (new heavens and new earth, unified as one) will be ultimately pure and finally good. 

C. OUR RESURRECTION BODIES WILL BE PART OF THE RENEWED CREATION 

Just like there is nothing evil about physical substance, there is nothing impure or evil about our human bodies. They too 

have been affected by sin, however, and must be re-created (resurrected). In our bodies we will sing and worship God. We 

will reign with Jesus (Heb 2.8-9), as we were created to. We will also eat and drink with Jesus (Luke 22.18; Rev 19.9). We 



 

will enjoy the ‘river of the water of life’ (Rev 22.1) and the fruit from the ‘tree of life’ (Rev 22.2). Just as these things were 

literal and physical in Eden, we have every reason to believe they will be in the new heavens and new earth. 

2. WE CAN STORE UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN NOW 

Jesus, who came from heaven and knew that he was returning there, offered us this perspective: 

Matt 6 
 19 

"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in 

and steal,
 20 

but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 

not break in and steal.
 21 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

When reflecting on the end of this world and the eternity that awaits us in the new creation, Peter also admonished: 

2Pet 3 
 11 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 

godliness,
 12 

waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire 

and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!
 13 

But according to his promise we are waiting for new 

heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  

3. IT WILL BE A PLACE OF GREAT BEAUTY AND ABUNDANCE AND JOY IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD  

Naturally, this all leaves many questions unanswered. For God’s ultimately wise reasons, he has neither spoken in particular detail 

nor at great length about what we ought to expect. Here, however, is what we do know. 

A. A PLACE OF BEAUTY AND JOY 

Rev 21 
 2 

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

adorned for her husband. … 
 11 

having the glory of God, its 

radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as 

crystal. 

B. A PLACE OF ABUNDANCE 

Rev 21 
 6 

… To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the 

water of life without payment. 

C. A PLACE WITH NO DEATH OR PAIN 

Rev 21 
 4 

… death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning nor crying nor pain anymore…"  

D. A PLACE FREE FROM EVIL 

Rev 21 
 27 

But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor 

anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only 

those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.  

 

E. A PLACE WHERE GOD IS  

Rev 21 
 3 

… "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 

man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, 

and God himself will be with them as their God. 
4 

He will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes…." (Cf. Ezek 48.35) 

 

 

4. APPLICATION: CORE VALUES 

A. TRUTH 

If these things are true and eternal, and this life is passing 

away, it ought to change what we value. 

B. FREEDOM 

The freedom of conscience, freedom of access to God, 

freedom from sin that we know now are only the very 

beginnings of what will be eternal reality for us very soon. 

 

C. DELIGHT 

An eternity of delight awaits us. What a glorious God who not 

only created us, but will recreate us both physically and 

spiritually in such a way that we will be perfectly equipped to 

enjoy the very things we were created to desire. Forever. We 

will finally have the true satisfaction of every desire and 

longing we have ever known. That’s the God we love. 


